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fA Dear Readers 


he week at the Northeast Dulcimer Symposium was 

underway at Blue Mountain Lake, New York and the 

director, David Moore, had just mentioned a seaplane 

trip over the area for interested NDS students and 
teachers. “Yes!” I said to myself; “I love the water and the 
mountains and small planes.” Then reality struck. Because of 
the spider bite experience two years ago (and a serious bike 
accident as a child) I wear a leg brace and am not great on 
stairs. Especially not on stairs going up to something floating 
in the water! Perhaps I would stay on the shore and watch. 

But let me digress. While at Blue Mountain Lake, I read 
a thought expressed by playwright Neil Simon: “If we didn’t 
take risks, Michelangelo would have painted the Sistine 
Floor.” Aha! What a wonderful thought to inspire my ham- 
mered dulcimer students. The next morning I mentioned this 
thought to them, and we began discussing creative ways to 
express our musical adventures. 

It was wonderful to see and hear the risks taken during the 
Thursday night student showcase. Robert Force had encour- 
aged his mountain dulcimer students to explore more ways of 
holding the instrument to enhance personal playing styles. 
Susan Johnson and Sara Barth did a beautiful set of songs 
that Thursday, and Susan took a risk—holding her dulcimer 
in a different position. Sally Ringland decided it was time to 
perform a song. It was enhanced by her looking up from her 
hammered dulcimer and smiling at the audience. 

In March I taught hammered dulcimer at the Buckeye 
Dulcimer Festival, held at Recreation Unlimited in Ashley, 
Ohio. Louise Ziegler, director of the festival, is a long-time 
supporter of this facility which each year serves over 2,500 
individuals with physical and developmental disabilities. 
Participants at Buckeye help also by providing scholarship 
funds for RU. Talk about risk-taking! Individuals at RU have 
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choices of swimming, arts and crafts, nature studies and all 
kinds of sports—including a 25-foot tree climb and a 50-foot 
Alpine Tower. Someone is bedridden and wants to climb a 
tree? No problem; take some risks and s/he has the adven- 
ture of a lifetime. 

When we're faced with musical risks—performing for the 
first time, trying new music, exploring creative options—the 
heart beats a little faster and childhood “You can’t do that” 
memories come back in a hurry. But the rewards are there 
for ourselves and for those who hear us. 

Now, back to the beginning of this letter. If Michelangelo 
could get his body into incredible contortions to create the 
beauty of the Sistine Chapel, I could certainly get into a sea- 
plane to enjoy the incredible beauty of the Blue Mountain 
Lake area. The scenery was stunning! 


Soe pefheceef 
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February—April 2005 DPN 

(To be mailed to subscribers in 
mid-January) 
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Inside back cover $450 
Outside back cover (% page) 
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Contact us concerning multiple 
insertion discounts. Advertisers: 
Please be sure to mention which 
kind of dulcimer is featured on 
recordings. 


1/6 page $70 


Information for News & Notes, 
Letters, Music Exchange, etc: 
Nov. 5th 


Unclassified Ads: Nov. 5th 


Display Ads: Nov. 5th (space 
reservation), Nov. 15th 
(camera-ready copy) 


Ad Prices 

Unclassified Ads: 

45¢ per word. 4 issues paid in 
advance without copy changes: 
20% discount. 


For inquiries concerning interviews 
and articles, contact us for details and 
a Style sheet. Unsolicited manuscripts 
are welcome. For returns of manu- 


scripts, photos, or artwork, please 
enclose a stamped envelope; other- 
wise DPN is not responsible for their 
eventual fate. The DPN reserves the 
right to edit all manuscripts for length 
and clarity. The opinions expressed 
therein are not necessarily those of the 
Dulcimer Players News. 
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Lee and Doug Felt 
P.O. Box 134 
Marengo, OH 43334 
419-864-1736 


leefelt@bright.net 


Send for free brochure! 
Nylon Cordura® Bags for One or Two Dulcimers 
www.dulcimerbaglady.com 
B T Faster than a Speeding Banjo! 
More Powerful than an Upright Bass! 
OHN Able to Leap Loud Jam Sessions 
with a Single Minor Chord! 


a New Dulcimer of Ancient Design. 


Visit our new 


shop in ty Ws cg Lent pees id 
America's 0 thea Abs 


ACOUSTIC MUSIC SHOP 
207 N. Main, Hannibal, MO 63401 573.221.2520 
www.songbirdhd.com songbirdhd@sbcglobal.net 
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News & Notes 


fi The Silver Chord “ah 


Carol Price, longtime dulcimer performer and friend 
of folk music, passed away on July 19th. She is survived by 
her husband, Dr. Ronald Price, retired professor of music 
at Northern Illinois University, and three daughters. Carol 
studied dulcimer with Illinois Heritage Artist Bill Robinson, 
and, along with husband, daughter Jennifer Thomas, and 
family friend Wally Koch, was a founding member of the 
quartet “just folk.” The group specialized in music which 
lifted the human spirit through a simple life. Their recording, 
The Spirit Within, was well-received in the dulcimer and folk 
music communities. 

A memorial service was held August 15th in the concert 
hall of the School of Music at N.I.U. Music ranging from folk 
to jazz to classical was performed by professional and ama- 
teur musicians. This in itself bears wonderful testament to 
the positive effect Carol’s personality, caring nature, and sub- 
lime musicianship had on all who came in contact with her. 

Wally Koch 

Aurora, Illinois 


Perhaps you didn’t notice, but when you received a 
renewal card within the past three or four years the label 
was attached by Phil Ellis, husband of Clare Ellis who is my 
DPN office assistant. Phil died August 3rd, and I miss his 
quiet presence and his helpful visits to the office. I’ve since 
learned that his quiet presence was felt as he helped many 
people and organizations in our community. That in itself is 
a special remembrance for his family. 

Phil was born in 1934 and was a career firefighter with 
Arlington County, Virginia, for twenty-seven years, retiring 
as Station Commander. He enjoyed bird watching, photog- 
raphy, his children (Ann, Catherine and Beth) and his 
grandchildren (Taylor, Catherine and Aeryn). 

I have a special memory. When Clare began working 
with me, Phil called and wanted some secret information. 
Clare was to receive a mountain dulcimer for Christmas, 
and it had to be special. He needed help, but he and I 
were to keep it to ourselves. Anyone noticing our whispers 
and winks at social occasions or learning of our sneaked 
phone calls might have wondered. Until they saw and 
heard Clare on Christmas morning. Treasure those labels 
on old renewal cards; they were attached by someone who 
appreciated and encouraged your music in his helpful, 
quiet way. 


“ Maddie MacNeil 


Winchester, Virginia 
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Dulcimer Clubs 


~ 


Being a novice hammered dulcimer player and a rural 
Canadian to boot, I soon found that dulcimer players, clubs 
and groups are quite scarce in Ontario. I was delighted, how- 
ever, to become part of two groups—one in the United States 
and one in Canada—this past winter. 

While spending time with family in the Port Charlote/ 
Punta Gorda, Florida area, I found the Suncoast Dulcimer 
Society. They are a warm, friendly and very talented group of 
folks who have been a great encouragement to me. Being a 
senior citizen, I look forward to a break from our Canadian 
winters, and these musicians make my southern stay even 
more enjoyable. 

The Suncoast Dulcimer Society began in 1998, founded by 
Joanne Johnson and Ruth Nederveld. Joanne’s husband, 
Charlie, soon joined them. It has now grown to about twenty 
members, most of whom are snowbirds from central and 
northern states. Club members practice diligently and have 
given many concerts in churches, parks and halls in the area 
to the delight of appreciative audiences. 

Upon returning to Canada in April, I was contacted by 
Debbie Miethig of the Southern Ontario Dulcimer Associa- 
tion (SODA). Joanne had forwarded my name to her, and I 
now can meet dulcimer players here at home. 

I congratulate the Suncoast Dulcimer Society and wish 
them continued success in their future endeavors. Lord will- 
ing, I'll see them again next winter—with my dulcimer of 
course. They will understand when I say I want to become 
more than a “grouper” —Floridian for “groupie!” 

Al Canfield 

Courtice, Ontario, Canada 


[Editors Note: Good wishes go to our Florida, Alabama 
and Louisiana friends as they continue to cope with the after 
effects of Hurricane Charley and Francis.] 


Suncoast Dulcimer Society 
Ruth Nederveld 

5056 San Rocco Dr. 
Punta Gorda FL 33950 
941-639-9321 
zigzagt@peoplepc.com 


Southern Ontario Dulcimer Association 
Peter Nemeth 

650 Srigley St. 

Newmarket, ON Canada L3Y 1W9 
905-836-1020 
yopeterbuddy@aol.com 
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Suncoast Dulcimer Society at Windmill Village, Punta Gorda, FL, March, 2004. 


Red River Valley Dulcimer Club 
Janet Hoefer 

1233 Four Seasons 

Durant OK 74701 
580-924-7541 
jhoefer@netcommander.com 
3rd Saturdays 
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_ Ditlermens . 


Visit our website for a 
Dealer near you... 
www.rthum.com 


636-376-THUM 
(8 48 6) 


Debbie Porter 


www.debbieporter.net 


| NEW, DULCIMER TAB BOOK with co 
; Carter Family Tunes 


12 favorite Carter Family tunes with lyrics, tablature, and chords 
$20 + S&H—CD includes all 12 tunes. 


Recordings a 


CD’s: $15, Tapes: $10, Video ® Sentimental Journey— WWI and WWII tunes 
with Tab: $20. ® Grace is Amazing— Traditional hymns 
a Prism aie oe ® A Dulcimer for you, Darlin’— Love songs performed on all 
Texas residents include 8.25% sales tax. types of dulcimers. 


@ Fretted Dulcimer and Vocals— Great old favorite tunes 


90 minute videos featuring “bird’s eye view” camera angle 
and tab book. 


Lyrics Mama Music 
246 CR 2127, Pittsburg, TX 75686 
Phone: (903)856-2714 
Toll free number for orders and to book 
concerts/workshops. Visa/MC/AMEX | 
(877)856-2714. Lyricsmama@aol.com | 


Debbie Porter 
teaches Fretted 
Dulcimer 

DAD Tuning) 90 min 
For absolute 
beginners to 


Building Your 

Repertoire on 

Fretted Dulcimer 

(DAD Tuning) 90 min 

For Novice to 

Intermediate | novice level, 

level, 20 tunes carefully | 11 songs with a jam 
taught and fun dulcimer club | session at the end to give you 

jam session. (Available soon on DVD) | a chance to use your new skills 


\ a 
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HAMMERED DULCIMER 
on the peaceful shores of 
Lake Huron in Ontario, ada 


RETREAT 


: ng inspiring workshop with master teacher 
Steve Schneider on a private island near Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario. 
Focused instruction, master classes, private lessons, 
and pampered treatment. A maximum of six students creates 
a unique and highly personalized learning experience. 
Students must be comfortable in open boats. 
Costs: $800-$950 includes meals, lodging & stargazing. 


Dates for summer 2005 are being set. 
For more information, contact: 


northernlights@steveschneider.com or 1-888-DULCIMER 
New for 2005 — adding a week for 


advanced beginner/intermediate players! 


A\\> Maggie’s 
AA Magg 

Music 
Hammered 
dulcimer 


MAGGIE SANSONE 
Mystic Dance 


ee 


CELTIC CAFES — 


KAREN ASHBROOK .-PAULOORTS 


KAREN ASHBROOK 
Celtic Cafe 


Sutele sku 
By: 


MAGGIE SANSONE 
t the Time 


_Maggie’s Music, P.O. Box 490 
Shady Side, MD 20764, USA 


Toll free (877) 624-4436 


_mail@maggiesmusic.com 
Visit our website, and 
hear 2. minute audio 
samples for every CD 
and every track! 
www.maggiesmusic.com 


Neal Walters 


Under the Winter Moon features 
Susan Vincent Sherlock’s exquisite ham- 
mered dulcimer playing combined with 
sterling ensemble support from Albert 
Dulin on fiddle, mandolin and bouzouki; 
Dan Bright on guitar and concertina; 
Henry Trexler on bass, and John Trexler 
on clarinet. The tunes are traditional 
except for the title cut—written for her 
son and recorded on his sixteenth birth- 
day—and Come Before Winter, a tune 
Susan learned from the playing of Jim 
Taylor. The theme is winter and the 
mood is deliciously somber with a kind of 
introspective solemnity that befits the 
season. Of course that’s only until you 
hear the first sprightly dance tune that 
changes the mood to furiously festive. 
This nice set of tunes includes Cherry 
Tree Carol, Drive the Cold Winter 
Away/Blessed Be that Maid Marie, and II 
est Né/Les Anges Dans Nos Campagne. 


After Class with Rob Angus on ham- 
mered dulcimer; Mark Weldon on violin, 
viola, guitar, and mandolin; and Brant 
Beene on guitar, mandolin and octave 
mandolin has produced one of the best 
Civil War albums I’ve heard since Ken 
Burns’ film The Civil War. Bobby Horton, 
who contributed to the original PBS 
effort, helped the group find tunes for 
Johnny Has Gone, which features a 
great mixture of well-known and obscure 
material. All of the instruments are well- 
played, but that’s only part of the magic. 
The way the group plays together appeals 
to me. Their version of When Johnny 
Comes Marching Home is the best I’ve 
heard and amply demonstrates the 
group’s uncanny knack for making old 
tunes fresh. If you’re part of a group 
seeking an object lesson in how to put a 
concept album together, I recommend 
this one highly. Selections include: The 
Yellow Rose of Texas, Johnny Has Gone 
for a Soldier, Lorena, and Clear the 
Tracks. 


On the teaching front, Ken Kolodner 
has produced a set of hammered 


Musical Reviews 


dulcimer lessons on two CDs for players 
who want to learn new tunes and explore 
ways to make them interesting. The proj- 
ect is titled simply Hammered Dulcimer 
Arrangements, Volume 1. The first CD 
focuses on waltzes and slow tunes while 
the second CD features fiddle tunes. 
From the advanced beginner to the expe- 
rienced player, there is something for 
everyone. Ken begins by teaching the 
basic tune (written music with chords is 
included) and then builds the arrange- 
ment by inserting chords, flams, fills, 
harmony notes, accent shifts, and more. 
Both CDs include frequent track markers 
listed in the liner notes, so the student 
can easily focus on a particular element 
of the lesson before moving forward. 
Syncopations, anticipated beats and ghost 
notes bring life to the tunes, making them 
exciting to hammer. Ken also teaches 
back-up ideas—vamps, harmony and 
chromatic runs—so that playing with 
other instruments can be satisfying. The 
waltz CD includes Coleman’s March, 
Caspian Lake, and Evening of Roses 
while the fiddle tunes CD includes North 
Carolina Breakdown, Oklahoma Roost- 
er, Round the Horn, and Eddie’s Reel. 


Heidi Muller has followed up the suc- 
cess of her Bill Staines mountain dul- 
cimer tablature collection with the 
release of Volume II. Spirit Song 
includes an additional eighteen of Bill’s 
great songs arranged with melody and 
accompaniment versions. The tunes 
match closely with Bill’s playing style 
while Heidi has tailored the arrange- 
ments to the mountain dulcimer: compat- 
ible tunings (DAD, DGD, DAA) and 
singable keys. The companion CD dem- 
onstrates the vocals, strumming patterns 
or playing styles involved with each selec- 
tion. Metronome settings are included 
and some arrangements show both 
strummed and finger-picked versions. 


Celtic Songs & Slow Airs for 
Mountain Dulcimer by Neal Hellman is 
certain to find a prominent spot on your 
bookshelf. Celtic songs and slow airs are 
among the most popular tunes that we 
play on dulcimers, and A Prayer for St. 
Bridget (Gabhaim Molta Bride) and The 
Woman’s Mountain (Sliabh na mBan) 
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are but two of thirty-three beautiful 
melodies in this book. There are fifty-five 
tracks on the accompanying CD that 
illustrate the nuances of each of the selec- 
tions. Other tunes include A St6r mo 
Chroi, Banks of Claudy, Beauty in Tears, 
Blind Mary, and Bonny Light Horseman. 


Steve Siefert has just released the first 
of what promises to be a great series of 
video lessons for beginning, intermediate 
and advanced mountain dulcimer players. 
Monthly Video Lessons are designed to 
offer subscribers a high quality learning 
experience, combining written material 
with CDs and DVDs. The first lesson 
establishes a system of right- and left- 
hand techniques that Steve intends to use 
on future videos. Exercises illustrate each 
technique and there are plain and fancy 
versions of each tune to satisfy players at 
every level. The audio CD provides prac- 
tice tracks for playing along at various 
tempos and the DVD demonstrates and 
explains each concept. This is almost as 
good as having Steve in your own living 
room! The concept is well thought out 
and nicely put together. 


sey ee 
Where can you find the Tiree s 


leading performers and instructors in 
acoustic music? 


At the JAM! 


The Jubilee of Acoustic Music 


f=s 


coming to the Kansas City area 


=s 


May 20 - 21st, 2005 \ 


‘ 


organized by: 
Jubilee of Acoustic Music, Inc. , 6 


* 


www. jubileeofacousticmusic.org 


et Sy er 


and the 
Prairie Dulcimer Club 
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New Book For 2004 
Chiistmas Duets For 
Christmas Duets Mountain Dulcimer 
Fox Mountain Dulcimer 

Twenty mountain dulcimer 
duets arranged for the interme- 
diate level player in D-A-dd 
tuning by Larry Conger. Pack- 
aged and priced in a set of two 
books, one for each player, 
and available as a set of two 
books only or a combo of two 
books and two demo CDs. 


a collection of tuaditional 
Christmas carts for tare dulcimers 


Lavy Conger 


Two Books Only — $16.95 
Books/Demo CDs — $29.95 


CD available Please add $1.00 for shipping 
Send check or money order to 
Dulcimerican Music 


P.O. Box 131 
Paris, TN 38242-0131 


TNDulciman@aol.com 


Pocono Dulcimer Club 
Ea presents the *& 


x Third Annual 


Winter DulcimerFest 


Saturday, January 22, 2005 * 
(Blizzard date January 29) 


Stroudsburg, PA 


Workshops, jams and concerts 
for beginners through advanced on 
Mountain and Hammered Dulcimer 


Mountain Dulcimer: Stephen Seifert, e 
Bill Collins, Bonnie Leigh, CarolLynn Langley 


Hammered Dulcimer: Ken Kolodner, 
Donna Missigman, Cliff Cole 


Evening concert features 
Ken Kolodner and 
Stephen Seifert 


Contact Bey 

Norm Williams * 
RR #5 Box 5434 - E. Stroudsburg, PA 18301 
dulcinut@ptd.net (570) 476-7803 


+ February 18 - 20 
2005 


Wyoming, Ohio 
Dulcifest 


~& Concert & Workshops on 
=, Hammered Dulcimer & 
2), Mountain Dulcimer & 


Friday February 18 - Mini-concert, dance, jamming 
Saturday Feb. 19 - Workshops, Evening Concert 
Sunday Feb. 20 - Morning Hymn Sing 


For Information: Wyoming Dulcifest c/o David Savage 
33 Fleming Road, Wyoming, OH 45215 
513 821-7266 
E-mail: davidsavage@ carthlink.net 
Greater Cincinnati area hotels and camping are nearby 


Events 


Workshops (MD, HD) and evening con- 
cert at old Rome Canaan school site in 
Stewart. Info: Jerry Rockwell, PO Box 
79, Guysville OH 45735, 740-662-3011, 
festival@jcrmusic.com, jcrmusic.com. 


November 19-20 ¢ York, SC 

Yorkville Music Weekend. Workshops 

for fiddle and HD. Jams and concert. 
Info: Susan Sherlock, 803-628-0543, 
svsherlock@aol.com, susansherlock.com. 


November 19-20 York, SC 

Workshops for HD, MD, and fiddle. 

Jams and concert. Info: Susan Sherlock, 
803-628-0543, svsherlock@aol.com, 
susansherlock.com. 


November 19-21 ¢ Helen, GA 

Foothills Dulcimer Festival. Concert, 
workshops (MD & HD), and open stage 
at Unicoi State Park. Info: NGFDA, 
6065 Rosewell Rd., NE, Suite 1163, 
Atlanta GA 30328, 770-974-1980, 


November 2-4 ¢ Midreshet Ben-Gurion, Israel 
5th Annual Desert Dulcimer Retreat. 
Workshops, playing, singing, options for 
local hiking. Info: Laurie Ornstein, 
laurie@boker.org.il, 972-8-653-2080. 


November 5-7 ¢ Gatlinburg, TN 
Smokey Mountain Dulcimer Retreat 
at Glenstone Lodge. HD, MD. 
Workshops, concert. Info: Linda 
Doughty, 865-966-0961, doughtyls@ 
aol.com, korrnet.org/kadc/. 


November 5-7 * Chandler, OK 

Deep Fork Festival. HD, MD, other 
acoustic instruments. Workshops, 
concerts, vendors. Info: Mary & Leo 
Roberts, Rt. 3 Box 1276, Chandler 
OK 74834, 405-258-2459, deepfork 


festival.c http://ngfda.org. 

estival.com. 

November 13 © Athens County, OH November — cc ved wee 
Southeast Ohio Dulcimer Festival. Hammered shop 


The Mountain Dulcimer Society 
of 
Dayton, Ohio 


invites you to join us for our #7, \ 
24" Annual £11 1+ 


DULCIMER DOIN'S 
February 25 — 27, 2005 


For this year only, we will be returning 
to the 
Greenville Inn, Greenville, Ohio 


tay ‘tuned’ for more news about our new home in 2006! 


For more information and a registration form 


cr 


visit our website at: 
www.qgeocities.com/daytondulcimers 


or 


email us at: 
daytondulcimers@yahoo.com 


af 


Space is limited, so register earl 


Contact person: 
Gretchen Beers ~ 937-767-1457 
MOUNTAIN 
MUSIC, INC. 
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~ January issue: 
Events from the 2nd weekend of Nov. 
through the 2nd weekend of Feb. 
Deadline: August Sth 


— April issue: 
Events from 2nd weekend of Feb, 
through the 2nd weekend of May 
Deadline: November Sth ~ 


May — July issue: 
Events from 2nd weekend of May 
through Labor Day weekend © 
This is our largest yearly calendar 
Deadline: February Sth 


August - October issue: 

Events from the 2nd weekend of Aug. 
| through the 2nd weekend of Nov. 
| Deadline: May Sth 


ee 
with Russell Cook sponsored by the 
Hammer Heads of Southeastern 
Virginia. Info: 


Continued on next page. 


2 Annual Colorado 
Dulcimer Festival 


WorRKSHOPS 


CONCERTS 
JAMMING. 


with 


Robert Force, Linda Thomas & Dan Delancey, 
and Colorado Dulcimists 


Hosted by: Steve Eulberg 

Owl Mountain Music, Inc. 
1281 E. Magnolia, Unit D#188 
Fort Collins, CO 80524 
(970)-472-1352 


WWW.OWLMNTNMUSIC.COM 
STEVE@OWLMNTNMUSIC.COM 
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Darlene Himes, 4752 Schooner Blvd.., 
Suffolk VA 23435, 757538-2424, 
hammerdulcimer@charter.net. 


Nov 28—-Dec 4 ¢ Brasstown, NC 

Continuing Hammered Dulcimer. Info: 
John C. Campbell Folk School, One Folk 
School Road, Brasstown NC 28902, 
800-365-5724, folkschool.org. 


December 5-11 ¢ Brasstown, NC 

Beginning Mountain Dulcimer. Info: 

John C, Campbell Folk School, One Folk 
School Road, Brasstown NC 28902, 
800-365-5724, folkschool.org. 


December 31—January 2 ¢ Huntsville, TX 
Dulcimer Retreat. Weekend of jamming 
for all acoustic instruments plus work- 
shops. Info: Linda Evans, 11129 Highway 
90 West, Beaumont TX 77713, 
409-866-0848, ssdulchse@aol.com, 
dulcimerhouse.com. 


January 15-16 ¢ Appling, GA 
Mistletoe State Park Jam. Mountain 


dulcimer jam (indoor facility) open to all 


other instrument players and non-players. 


The Fourth Annual 
Heritage Dulcimer Camp 


Mountain and Hammered Dulcimer 
Novice through Advanced Classes 


Ken Kolodner -- Guy George 
Linda Thomas *+ Janita Baker 
Tull Glazener - Karen Mueller 


July 24-29, 2005 
Parkville, MO 


for information contact: Sharon Lindenmeyer 
405 Court + Ellsworth, KS 67439 

(785) 472-4285 * slndmyr@carrollsweb.com 
www.heritagedulcimercamp.org 


Camping info: 800-864-7275. Info: Rick 
or Peggy Ertz, 706-855-7041, mee@ 
knology.net, http://ngfda.org. 


January 16-22 © Brasstown, NC 
Advanced Hammered Dulcimer. 

Info: John C. Campbell Folk School, 
Brasstown NC 28902. 800/365-5724, 
folkschool.org. 


January 22 © Stroudsburg, PA 

Winter DulcimerFest sponsored by 

the Pocono Dulcimer Club. MD, HD 
workshops (all levels), jams, evening 
concert. Info: Norm Williams, RR5 
Box 5434, E. Stroudsburg PA 18301, 
570-476-7803, dulcinut@ptd.net. 


January 23-29 ¢ Brasstown, NC 

Advanced Mountain Dulcimer. Info: 

John C. Campbell Folk School, One Folk 
School Road, Brasstown NC 28902. 
800-365-5724, folkschool.org. 


January 29 ¢ St. Peters, MO 

Banish the Dark Ages Concert, 7:30 p.m. 
Info: Jim Abbitt, 636-447-7928, 
www.gcchapel.org. 


February 5 ¢ Fort Collins CO 

Colorado Dulcimer Festival sponsored by 
Owl Mountain Music, Inc. HD, MD 
workshops and concert. Info: Steve 
Eulberg,1281 E. Magnolia Unit D#188, 
Fort Collins CO 80524, 970-472-1352, 
steve@owlmntnmusic.com, 
owlmntnmusic.com. 


February 5 ¢ Loudon, TN 

Workshops for all levels of mountain dul- 
cimer players. Info: Norma Jean Davis, 
205 Engel Road, Loudon TN 37774. 
865-458-5493, davis_music@juno.com. 


February 5 © Fond du Lac, Wi 

Fondy Acoustic Music Fest (HD & MD) 
Songwriting competition, workshops, 
jamming, open stage, evening concert. 
Info: FAMA, PO Box 1875, Fond du 
Lac WI 54936-1875, 920-923-0662, 
fondyacoustics.org. 


February 11-12 ¢ Dallas/Fort Worth, TX 
Winter Festival of Acoustic Music. 

HD, MD, autoharp, harp, guitar and 
other instruments. Workshops and 
concerts. Info: Linda Lowe Thompson, 


Join Janita Baker, Rob Brereton, 
& Madeline MacNeil for the... 


WATCH THIS SPACE 
FOR FURTHER DETAILS. 


Subscribe to 


Dulcimer Players News Subscribe or 
OM, «. qe Renew Online 
renew your subscription for another 
year or two of good reading www. 


@ Current subscribers: !f your mailing label is dated 11/1/2004, your pnews.com 
subscription ends with this issue. Time to renew! To keep your DPNs coming 
without interruption, send us your renewal before January 1, 2005. 


@ Subscription Rates 
United States nth 


2 $22 @ year—4 issues) or $42 (2 years—8 issues) 
USA, first class postage 2 $27(1 year—4 issues) or 0$52(2 years ~8 issues) 
(4 Canada and Mexico $24 (1 Year)* Q Other countries $26 @ Year)* 


*US banks , VISA and MasterCard, or international money order only 


@ New subscriptions 


Q Please begin my subscription with the next regularly scheduled issue (The DPN is published in February, May, 
August, and November and mailed to subscribers in mid-January, mid-April, mid-July and mid-October.) 


(J Please begin my subscription with the current issue, or a recent back issue. | enclose $2.00 (USA, Canada, Mexico) 
extra for postage and handling (other countries $4.00). 


@ Renewals 
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@ Total enclosed 
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Our mailing list is used solely by Dulcimer Player News. Names are never sold or shared in any way. 


Please let us know as soon as you know so your Dulcimer Players News will follow you to your new home. 
It will not follow you otherwise. The Postal Service does not forward 3rd class mail. 
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City —— ‘State te. < meee > State Zip 
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DULCIMER PLAYERS NEWS + POST OFFICE BOX 2164 - WINCHESTER, VA 22604 


The Crowning of the Year 


Music for Advent, Christmas and the New Year with Hammered and Fretted Dulcimers, 


Guitar, Cello, Flute, and Voice 
Madeline MacNeil with Seth Austen, Ralph Gordon, Karen Ashbrook, Nicholas Blanton, Janita 
Baker, Melissa Dunning, Frances Lappe Averitt, Robert Calabrese, and Christopher Gatesman 


$15.00 


Tunes: Welcome Yule, People Look East, Veni Immanuel, Balletti a Cinque Voce, In The Bleak 
Midwinter, Wondrous Love, Bring A Torch Jeannette Isabella/Ding Dong Merrily On High, Still 


Still Still/Child Of My Heart, The Coventry Carol, Candlemas Eve, Jesu Joy, Auld Lang Syne 


Christmas Gomes Anew  —_ GaRISEMAS cones ANEW 


Christmas Music with Dulcimers and Singing 


This enchanting recording of Celtic and Appalachian Christmas music features hammered 


and mountain dulcimers with guitar, flute, violin, percussion, and voice. These carols and songs 
are generally lesser-known gems but still celebrate Christmas with timeless words of peace and 


wonder. 


$15.00 


Tunes: Alleluia (Mozart), Wexford Carol, Christmas Comes Anew/II Est Ne, The Seven Joys of 
Mary, Jesus Jesus Rest Your Head, Oken Leaves, He Shall Feed His Flock (Handel), Lullaby 
to the Christ Child, | Saw Three Ships, Lo How a Rose E're Blooming, Maria Wanders Amid 
The Thorn, Judah's Land, O Little Town of Bethlehem, Gloucestershire Wassail/A Merry 


Christmas 


Mapetine MacNet 


The Holly and the [oy 


Celebrate Christmas through joyous singing and instrumentals with hammered dulcimer, 
harpsichord, guitar and flute. This recording was used for a Christmas special on Canadian 
television. 


$15.00 


Tunes: Of The Father's Love Begotten, Joy To The World, What Child Is This?, The Poverty 
Carol, Chanticleer, Angels We Have Heard On High, The Holly And The Ivy, If Ye Would Hear, 
Silent Night, Blessed Be That Maid Marie, O Holy Night, Hark The Herald Angels Sing/We 
Wish You A Merry Christmas 


CHRISTMAS MUSIC 
WITH HAMMERED DULCIMER 
AND SINGING 


To Order 


Use MasterCard or VISA online, or by phone or fax. 
Shipping (U.S.): $3.00 + 50¢ for each additional item. Order on line at 


Virginia residents include 5% sales tax. 


eae ate <td www.madelinemacneil.com 
AS us about overseas shipping rates. 
Phone: 540/678-1305 @ Fax: 540/678-1151 
Mail: Roots & Branches Music, 
PO Box 2164, Winchester, VA 22604 


Secure on line ordering with 
MasterCard a 


Ask for our free catalog. 


Our mailing list is used solely by Roots & Branches Music for catalog and 
performance mailings only. Names are never sold or shared in any way. Please 


let us know if you wish your name removed from our list. 


309 Pennsylvania, Denton TX 76205, 
940-387-4001, lit6@earthlink.net, 
http://users2.ev1.net/~dcturner/ 
wfest.htm. 


February 12 © Loudon, TN 

Bluegrass workshop and playing 
mountain dulcimer with four separate 
strings. Info: Norma Jean Davis, 205 
Engel Road, Loudon TN 37774, 


865-458-5493, davis_music@juno.com. 


A REPERTOIRE BOOK 
for the Fretted Dulcimer 
20th ANNIVERSARY 
Innovative, Winsome Arrangements 
Classical—Traditional * Popular—-Seasonal 

ANNA BARRY 
PO Box 128 

SUGAR GROVE, NC 28679 

DPN Readers’ Special: $15.00 Postpaid 


Saturday February 5", 2005 


University of Wisconsin Center 
Fond du Lac, Wisconsin 


Hammered Dulcimer Clinic 
By Rick Thum 
= 
Mountain Dulcimer Clinic 
By Mary Park 
5) 

Song Writing Competition 
9 Workshops & Jam Room 
= 
Concert 
Featuring: Rick Thum & 
Big Cedar Bluegrass Band 


For more info and Registration material 
goto: www.fondyacoustic.org 
or call: 920-923-0662 


Advanced Registration Suggested 
(Special prices for registration prior to Jan. 31) 


15th annual 
Spring Dulcimer Week 
April 17-22, 2005 


Choose from 
8 different 
classes, all 
levels: 


Hammered Dulcimer 

Heidi Cerrigione, Patty Looman, Mark Wade 
Mountain Dulcimer 

Bob Webb, Heidi Muller, Larry Conger 
Autoharp 


John Cerrigione, Karen Mueller 
plus Madeline MacNeil, Sam Rizzetta 


NEW: Bowed Psaltry Mini-class 


For more information: 

Augusta Heritage Center 

Davis & Elkins College ———— 
100 Campus Drive : 


Elkins, WV 26241 ee 
304-637-1209 


www.augustaheritage.com 


Johnson County 
Community College 
2345 College Bivd * Overland Park, KS 


9 Hours of Instruction/Playing 


Hammered Dulcimer — Linda G. Thomas 
Mountain Dulcimer — Don Pedi 
Flatpick Guitar — Dan DeLancey 


Evening Concert: Thomas/DeLancey Band & Don Pedi 


For more information: Linda G. Thomas 
6409 E. 110th St. « Kansas City, MO 64134 « (816) 763-5040 
or Dan DeLancey * 7911 Hunter « Raytown, MO 64137 
(816) 356-1879 ¢ e-mail: lindadan@primary.net 


2005 


BUCKEYE 
DULCIMER 


FESTIVAL 
March 9 — 13, 2005 


at 


RECREATION UNLIMITED 
Camps for Individuals 
with Disabilities 


Ashley, Ohio 


PERFORMERS 
& 
WORKSHOP LEADERS 
M in Dulci 
Doug Smoot 
Gary Sager 
Cindy Funk 
Shelley Stevens 
Lois Hornbostel 


Hammered Dulcimer 
Mary Lou Battley 
Dorothy Buchanan 

Joyce Harrison 
Steve Eulberg 
Dan Landrum 

Dee Dee Tibbits 


Autoharp 
Kay Baird 
Les Gustafson-Zook 


Band Together 
Shari Wolf 


Chris Cooperrider 


<<< >> 


Hanna Hochstetler 
Sue Richards 


Banjo 


Joe Steiner 


For more information 
and a brochure 
visit 
www. geocities.com/buckeyedulcimer 
or contact 
Louise Ziegler 
232 W. High St 
Ashley, OH 43003 
740 747-2326 
E-mail 
buckeyedulcimer@yahoo.com 
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And then there is Bennington .. 


By Colleen New-Fraly 
Cushing, Oklahoma 


as pages are ripped from the cal: 

endar and instruments carefully 

packed and unpacked, loaded and 
unloaded and enjoyed time and again, a 
trail of music can be found from Flori- 
da to New England, the Ohio Valley 
and Appalachia, to Michigan. There 
are events in Texas, Arizona, California 
and the Pacific Rim, venturing into 
Canada. In Winfield, Kansas where new 
talent is discovered, prizes are won and 
stars are born. 

And then, there is Bennington. 

Right in the middle of miles and miles 
of nothing but miles and miles, I dis- 
covered a gem—the Master Works 
Sawdust Dulcimer Festival, hosted by 
Russell Cook of Wood ‘n Strings and 


[ estivals come and festivals go, and 


Master Works Dulcimers. Excellence, 
focus and intensity are words that come 
mind as folk music was promoted and 
taught by skilled musicians in the warm 
and welcoming Oklahoma atmosphere. 
Emerging players were graciously 
received, nurtured and encouraged. 
Forty daily workshops were offered by 
patient instructors, who explained basic 
principles, complex harmonies, chords 
and backups, playing by ear, and how to 
handle yourself on stage. 

The main stage area offered con- 
certs from 9 a.m. until fireworks stole 
the show late in the evening. Tucked 
away here and there, vendors sold their 
wares and services. Hour-long work- 
shops were separated by thirty minute 
breaks for resting, reflecting, rehearsing 
or refreshing. This time of transition 
between Sawdust workshops and con- 
certs created a seamless flow of activity. 


Being allowed free-access to Master 
Works Dulcimers workshop areas also 
gave me great insight into the construc- 
tion of my dulcimer and took the mys- 
tery out of my wooden box full of 
strings. Friendly crafters explained 
building techniques, finishing and 
stringing details and tuning tips. They 
patiently answered many questions and 
most likely repeated those answers 
dozens of times during the weekend. 

Wherever two or three gathered, a 
jam session began. Under a vacant tent, 
sitting on scattered hay bales, behind a 
food vendor’s booth or next to camp- 
sites, musicians of all ages shared the 
universal language of music. These 
impromptu gatherings welcomed play- 
ers and listeners alike. Whether Celtic, 
Civil War, gospel—all were unique, 
challenging and informative. But most 
of all, they were just plain fun! 

Sunday afternoon featured the Okla- 
homa State Mountain Dulcimer and 
Hammered Dulcimer championships 
where many of the over 700 festival 


Discover 
your dulcimer’s 


Bow your dulcimer with JimBows 

to create a beautiful bowed 

poe sound. Use your current 
ammering patterns or find new 

ones as you explore your 

dulcimer’s exciting new voice. 

Instruction booklet 

and rosin included. 

Works on mountain 

dulcimers, too! 


For more details visit or call: 
www.gleecircus.com 
Vee e-mail: jim.wells@gleecircus.com 


phone: 650-573-8948 


A dulcimer playing stand 


és K 


that’s lightweight, compact 
and will easily travel with 
you and your dulcimer! 


$129.95 


The aluminum telescoping legs are 
professional grade with an adjustment 
range of 24” - 37”. The legs easily 
store on the underside of the play table 
and are secured by heavy duty elastic 
strapping. The table top has rubber 
“bumpers” to elevate your instrument 
from its surface which eliminates 
slippage and creates additional volume. 


Folkcra www.folkcraft.com 


800-433-3655 


dIdIIIIISISIIISIIIAI 


Mountain Dulcimer 
Books 


eeENE eee 
“The Promised Land” 


“Fiddlin’ Around” 
“Tunes and Ballads” 
“Hymns & Gospel Songs 
“Christmas Carols” 
“Gospel Duets or Solos” 


$15.00 each + s&h 
1 book—$3 s&h 
2 books — H s&h 
3 or 4 books — $5 s&h 
3 or more books — No Charge 


DAD Tuning 
Intermediate Level 
and words. Song lists available upon 
request or on Website. 


www.HelenJohnson.biz 


JIIIIIIIISISISISI 
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attendees from twenty states gathered 
to support the participants. 

Why don’t you make plans to attend 
Oklahoma’s Sawdust Festival next year 
and enjoy this wonderful experience 
yourself! Many thanks to Russell Cook, 
his family and friends for making this 
opportunity possible. 

Sawdust Festival 

888-752-9243 

www.sawdustdulcimerfest.com €} 


Jamming in the campgrounds 


One Soul 
by Sheryl Dougherty 


Cherishing peace and in a far place 


One Soul went in search of quiet embrace; 
Trees of auburn were whispering love 


And full was the world when gazing above; 


The quest—to let music transform One Soul's 
heart. Across skillful strings and from them in 
part Flowed breezes of melody out to the land- A 
song and a way of giving with hands; 


This was the way it now worshipped The Great, 
From love God had placed in One Soul a sweet 
ache A yearning to play and wanting to feel; 
The dulcimer gave song One Soul knew to 

be real. 


With heart nearly bursting from songs of the 
strings And joy One Soul felt as almost a sting. 
It cried out in passion while searching the trees. 
Above listened God and it knew He was pleased! 


So, in the woods over strings touched with love, 
Devotion resounded to one up above. The forest 
heard splendor and glory that day As dulcimer 
music said all it could say. 


(Sheryl is Russell Cook’s sister.) 


SY Mere Than 120 Toe Arrangements for 
la LAP DULCIMER& 
_ HAMMERED DULCIMER 


~ Nakdling Chroot Naame for Aciohars, 


‘Galese wr Onno Aeon bastraeoneets 


GILs MOUNTAIN DULCIMERS 


CUNY 
P.O.Box 1005 
* Capitan, N.M. 
88316 - 1005 


Supplies for 
Dulcimer Makers 


Folkcraft is your source for instrument 
making supplies. All wood is carefully 
dried and seasoned. Tops, backs, sides 
and fingerboards are sanded to exact 
tolerances and matched. You'll also find 


quality accessories, strings, hardware, 
and quick delivery. 
Call or visit our secure website for our 
complete supply list 


Dulcimer, Hammer Dulcimer, 
Bowed Psaltery and Harp 


FolkkcrarU 
IeshumenG 
Toll-Free 800-433-3655 
http:/ /www.folkcraft.com 
info@folkcraft.com 


kerry@GilaMountainDulcimers.com 
www.GilaMountainDulcimers.com 


he Off-the-Wall Di 


cimer sor 


TUNES ‘(N TABS 


A Book of Over 120 Arrangements for 


Lap Dulcimer and Hammered Dulcimer 


Mo 


To Order: Send $14.95 + $2.00 s&h ($16.95) to 
Rebecca Askey, 134 East Winding Hill Road, 


email: MABLBARKER@aol.com 


es of mu a ed by 
A.J. Bashore 11, and other me 
fOTW 4 REAL VALUE! 


Mechanicsburg, PA 17055 


Bene} 


OTW § 


SIMPLES.” SOUNDS 


ee a = , Featuring Great Names In: 
If It’s Unusual and Musical, We al 


Probably Have It! ¢ MOUNTAIN DULCIMERS 
: HAMMERED DULCIMERS 


Consider our highest quality a , id FOLK HARPS 
stands, handcrafted locally, for :: . AUTOHARPS 
both display and performance HARMONICAS 
needs. Hammered dulcimer f 
stands are fully adjustable to fit his. ny PLAYER PIANOS 
the individual plaver both in ae ; TONGUE DRUMS 
height and angle. Mountain dul- STUMPF FIDDLES 
cimer stands are adjustable to fit most mountain 
dulcimers. Both available in walnut, cherry, or 4 * WINDCHIMES 
maple. Call today to order yours! TAPES & CD'S 


Web site: www.simplesounds.com E-mail: simpsnd@shipshenet.com Phone: 1-888-MTDULC-2 (888-683-8522) 
Simple Sounds P.O. Box 837 Shipshewana, IN 46565 


In downtown Shipshewana, in the heart of Amish Country! 
Mel Bay Publications . .,. A / 
: 4 AY 7 
e ® 
8 
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AMERICAN FIDDLE TUNES FOR 
MOUNTAIN DULCIMER 


By Lois Hornbostel. This book contains 32 melodious and energetic favorite fiddle tunes 
arranged for the novice to experienced player in traditional keys, with musical notation so the 
selections can be played with other instruments in an authentic style. Includes instruction on 
techniques like articulation, accompaniment chords, economic fingering, memorization and 
building speed, kick-offs and tags, improvisation and playing the dulcimer in a string band. 
Intermediate level. 80 pages. Book (95527) $12.95. 
Also Available... Downloadable music by Lois Hornbostel 

Dulcimer Fiddle Tunes 


Anthology for the Fretted Dulcimer 
. To download visit www.melbay.com 


Publishing the finest in music for over 50 years! 


MEL BAY PUBLICATIONS, INC. 


P.O. Box 66 * Pacific, MO 63069 * E-mail: email@melbay.com oo 
TOLL FREE 1-800-8-MEL BAY (1-800-863-5229) * FAX 636-257-5062 ig ig Se appa 


$6.00 for | item 


ONLINE ORDERING: www.baysidepress.com * ONLINE CATALOG: www.melbay.com = $1.0 wh adivional item 


vodbye, SAM 


by Robert Force 
Port Townsend, WA 


ve had the great fortune to be at 
__ the birth of four folk music festi- 
_ vals—the Kindred Gathering (on 
the West Coast), Seattle Folklife 
Festival (Washington), Summer Solstice 
(California), and the Southwest Dulcimer 
and Folk Festival (Arizona). I have also 
had honor to be included at the end of 
three others—the Great Black Swamp 
Dulcimer Festival (Ohio), the Bayou 
Dulcimer Festival (Louisianna), and 
SAMFest in Houston, Texas. 

I say honor, because these festivals did 
not just fade away. Susan Porter of Black 
Swamp, gathered her friends and music 
companions together one last time, not to 
say goodbye, but to say, “This is all I can 
do. I wish I could have done more. I 
wanted to do more.” These festivals 
trumpeted their endings like at the walls 
of Jericho and saw the walls between 
people come down. They leave a vital and 
vibrant legacy to American music and, in 
particular, to the dulcimer—both ham- 
mered and mountain. They created a 
focus, a point of presence for the birth 
and rebirth of a culture. 

Festivals do more than preserve music; 
they celebrate it. They do more than 
teach music; they change lives—always 
for the better, even if the beginnings of 
these changes are causes for soul-search- 
ing and heartbreak. Festivals put people 
on a path toward a greater understanding 
both of themselves and of the world 
around them. Diverse peoples— educa- 
tors, engineers, artisans, craftsmen—are 
brought together in a common cause. 
They provide a crossroads for touring 
professionals to meet each other. Where 
else could we do that? We who perform 
and teach are also students. We do not 
and cannot grow in isolation. 

Festivals celebrate place. Like water, 
music is a fluid which defines the nature 
of the location in which it happens, 
imprinting the character of their creators. 
The emphasis here is truly on the word 


Fall 2004 = 13 


SAMFest '04 Concert finale with Dan Landrum, Karen Muller, Rick Thum and Butch Ross. 


character. For such indeed are those who 
create and step into the role of ringmas- 
ters of these events. To a person, they will 
say it is thanks to the many volunteers 
that the festival happens at all. There is 
no arguing that. However, without the 
lightning rod of these characters, those 
energies forever dance in the heavens 
and are never coaxed to earth except by 
random happenstance. 

Chuck and Peggy Carter were SAM- 
Fest’s lightning rods. For ten years they 
hung a big Texas star over Houston and 
the dulcimer world. Every year they 
coaxed the lightning down from those 
humid, towering Texas thunderheads, 
harnessing an energy which guided a gen- 
eration of new musicians and sustained 
the livelihoods of the previous. And they 
did it Texas style—big, generous-hearted 
and openhanded. Thank you, Chuck and 
Peggy, from all of us whom you have 
touched. 

I don’t know if Dan Landrum knew 
the Carters were going to make public 
their decision to end SAMFest last Satur- 
day night. Whether or not he did, he 
nevertheless arranged a fitting grand 
finale. Most of the evening’s performers 
had been invited back onto the stage as 
he opened with an airy, “Amazing 
Grace.” Moving from solo to ensemble, 
the piece segued to a playful, “I'll Fly 
Away,” changed keys, picked up tempo 
and became, “Will the Circle Be Unbro- 
ken.” After two verses, the “band” held 
a C-sus four pedal tone while Dan 


July 31, 2004 


reprised, “I'll Fly Away,” worked it into 
a new theme, and then everyone together 
broke into the most bombastic, break- 
neck speed, “Ode To Joy,” yours truly has 
ever had the pleasure of being part. 

Quite fitting, for SAMFest was truly 
an ode to joy—a celebration of music, 
an unbroken circle of friendship, and an 
amazing grace. As I write this, here in 
the cool Northwest sitting under the 
Jefferson pine in my backyard, I close 
my jet-lagged eyes and lightning spills 
out of a darkening, tropical sky, while 
Texas unfolds beneath me as I fly away. 

Robert Force 

1228 Blaine Street 

Port Townsend WA 98368 

360-385-4003 

force@wsu.edu > 


www. madelinemacneil.com 


@ Books 


® Recordings 
® Music, videos 
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A Visit With Aaron O'Rourke 


by Johnny Ray 


Spring 2004: Aaron O'Rourke, from 
Tallahassee, Florida, took time out from 
working on college applications, senior prom 
plans, winning the Florida State Mountain 
Dulcimer championship, teaching dulcimer 
to children, and preparing for finals to tell us 
about his dulcimer experiences. Here is 
Aaron's story in his own words. 


I’ve been playing dulcimer now for a 
little over a year and a half. However, it 
was about three years ago when the dul- 
cimer first found me. It was my fresh- 
man year of high school and I had just 
learned to play bass in a high school 
punk rock band. I was at my friend’s 
house one night for practice because we 
had a show the next night. It was a long 
practice, and eventually we were pretty 


EXCLUSIVE! TERRIFIC! 


NEW! 


* MOUNTAIN DULCIMERS 
McSpadden, McKinney, Neely, 
Black Mountain, Folkcraft....$269. Up 


* HAMMERED DULCIMERS 
Rick Thum, Masterworks, Dusty 


OUTSTANDING! 


tired of playing the same songs over and 
over. We went on a walk through the 
neighborhood, and when we came back 
my friend’s dad, Gregg Smith, was sit- 
ting on the porch playing a mountain 
dulcimer. I had never seen one before 
and was amazed how much sweet music 
could be made from only three strings. I 
asked what it was and he replied, “It’s a 
mountain dulcimer. Here try it out.” 

I was hooked instantly. I didn’t have 
the money to go out and buy one. For- 
tunately, I met Linda Collins who 
played and taught dulcimer, and she let 
me use her instrument for lessons and 
practice. This was in August 2002 and 
Linda helped me with the basics to get 
me started. 

Soon after that, I heard a dulcimer 
player named Don Pedi was coming to 
Tallahassee. I decided to go to the 


EXCEPTIONAL! 


Qu -jo's « QGjulci-jo's 


the most frequent comment is, “WOW! It sounds like it has a built-in amp!” 


guitars 


Strings, McKinney 


*HARMONICAS, FOLK TOYS 


* BOWED PSALTRIES 


Masterworks, Unicorn Strings, 
T.K. O’Brien 


WOW! SOMETHING ELSE! 


DISTINCTIVE! 


PEERLESS! EXCLUSIVE! 


MATCHLESS! 


* MANDOLINS 
Handcrafted mandolins, banjos, 


* KORG CA-30 TUNERS 
* LAP HARPS 


* HAND-CRAFTED GIFTS 
pressed flowers, jewelry, 


MARVELOUS! 


concert and see if I could learn any- 
thing by watching. I still remember 
when he first started playing. I couldn’t 
believe someone could actually do what 
he was playing on the instrument. I 


UNRIVALED! ORIGINAL! 


idaTIWNOANN 


iLNO uv4 


$19.95 
$49.95up 


unique gifts 


iONIM"W-dO-ANO TIVNIDINO 


REMARKABLE! 


Sifver Chords Dulcimer & Gift Ghop 


105 1/2 Fox Street, Jonesborough, TN 37659 423-788-2863 Fax 423-753-6641 


www.silverchordsdulcimers.com 


“The onliest place you can buy dujo’s and dulcijo’s! 


Mountain Dulcimer) of Batesville, Arkansas. 
Aaron was one of the 2004 recipients of 
youth scholarships to the Western Carolina 
University Mountain Dulcimer Week in 
Cullowhee, North Carolina. 

Aaron O'Rourke 


bought a few of his tapes which were 
great learning tools. 

My first dulcimer retreat was in Feb- 
ruary 2003 where I saw Don again and 
also met Maddie MacNeil, who has 
encouraged me to teach and share the 


dulcimer with others. After that festival, PO Box 14855 

I met Kate Taluga who lives in Tallahas- Tallahassee FL 32317 

see and coordinates a dulcimer pro- 850-531-6011 

gram at The School of Arts and adomed@hotmail.com 


Sciences. She asked if I would like to 
teach there, and I was thrilled. I teach 
several dulcimer classes at the school 
along with a class called “jam,” a combi- 
nation of various stringed instruments 
to help the kids prepare for jam ses- 
sions after school. 


MALIN _STREE’ Saareecl, 


CASE COMPA'N Y 


stablished for 19 years 


Aaron says that teaching youngsters has CIEMING CIKOM CASES 


taught him a lot about communicating 
clearly with someone who has never had 
any musical experience. He has recorded a 
CD, engineered by Bill McElroy in Virginia, 
with session work by Thom Henderson and 
Madeline MacNeil. He now has his own dul- 
cimer built by David McKinney (Modern 


and protecting beloved 
dulcimers throughout the 
world. Call, write or fax 
Sor free brochure. 


PO BOX 943 @ DRIGGS, IDAHO @ 83422 
AND FAX @¢ 208-354-8827 


VOICE 


from TWEETWATER PRODUCTIONS 


Shelley Stevens 


Songs of 
Life, Love and Laughter 


(This is not your Grandfather's Dulcimer!) 


$16.75 post paid 


also NEW! 


Baker’s Dozen #11 
Hymns for Two (duets) 


Music to soothe, inspire, oat tickle your funny-bone 
from classical to country, ragtime to rock, it’s here! 
Enhanced CD! With photos, web link, email 
and Dulcimer tab! 


Thirteen most beloved hymns arranged for two 
dulcimers in DAD tuning with standard nota- 
tion and chords. Tunes include: Holy Holy 
Holy, Precious Memories, Softly and Tenderly 
plus 10 more. 


$6.50 post paid 


MASTERCARD AND VISA ACCEPTED 
www.shelleystevens.com SECURE ON-LINE ORDERING 


send orders to: 
TWEETWATER PRODUCTIONS 
643 E. Euclid Ave. 
Springfield, OH 45505 
937-323-7864 


Shelley@shelleystevens.com 
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Steve Eulberg 


"Twas in the Moon of Wintertime 
Minor Mode Tunes Bk & CD 
Mountain & Hammered Dulcimer 
instrumentals 


Masters of the 
Mountain 
Dulcimer 


Great Players of 
the Mountain 
Dulcimer 


Beginnings 

with Chorus & Didjeridu 
Random Acts 

of Fiddling with 


diverse fiddling genres 


— 


Soaring original & 
traditional songs & tunes 
Bottle Up & Go 

with JimJim & the FatBoys 
Blues, Gospel & Folk 


Dulcimer-Friendly 
Worship Series 


Advent Bk/CD 
Evening Prayer Bk/CD 


Ww! Happy Are They: Psalms to 
Sing & Sway By 
www.owlmntnmusic.com 


Owl Mountain Music, Inc 
1281 E. Magnolia Unit D#188 
Fort Collins, CO 80524 # (970)472-1352 


= OWL 
MOUNTAIN 
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New CD Now Available! 
« Jory’s | adder” 


by 


Jett Furman 


SS — eS 
A pleasing and creative collection of Traditional, Celtic, 
and Original music with sweet — vocals, 
beautiful airs, haunting melodies and driving fiddle 
tunes. The mountain dulcimer is featured and 
is joined by clawhammer banjo, fiddle, guitar 
and cello. 


To Order, send $15 + $2 s/h to: 


Jeff Furman 
120 Conner Dr. 
Chapel Hill, NC 27514 


Also Available on the web at cdbaby.com/furman 
For more info contact: diemr@yahoo.com 


FOO OO TOO OOOO OK OKO Ie 


Maureen Sellers 
presents 


* 
* 
* 
* 


MY TEACHING BOOK 
VOLUME ONE- $12.00 


MY TEACHING BOOK 
VOLUME TWO- $12.00 


CD FOR VOL. 1 $12.00 
(The books | teach from at the 
universities. ) 


“New! Simply Duets! $20.00** 
Simply Gospel One- $12.00 
Simply Gospel Two- $12.00 
Simply Gospel Three- $12.00 
Simply Remembered- $12.00 


Songs of the Civil War- $12.00 
Fretboard Companion- $5.00 Chord Chart- $2.00 


Send $2.50 each for shipping & handling plus $1.50 for each 
additional item. IN residents add 6% sales tax 
Maureen Sellers, LLC 
4708 Corydon Pike, New Albany, IN 47150 
E-Mail- MaureenSel@AOL.com 
For workshops/performances(812)945-9094 
www.maureensellers.com 
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The Music for Healing 
& Transition Program 


\ 


Celebrating Our 10th Anniversary =) y 


over 300 graduates providing therapeutic music in hospices, 
hospitals, nursing homes and other healthcare facilities! 


Become a Music Practitioner 
The Music for Healing and Transition Program, Inc. (MHTP) offers a 
lively and transforming course-of-study for musicians, music 
students and vocalists at sites throughout the US, leading to 
certification as a Music Practitioner. 

Courses offered throughout the country: 
Birmingham, AL ¢ Tucson, AZ ¢ Sacramento, CA ¢ Durango, CO 
Tampa, FL * Manchester, NH ¢ Hillsdale, NY ¢ Westlake, OH 
Albany, OR © Houston, TX ¢ Charlottesville, VA ¢ Duvall, WA 
Milwaukee, WI ¢ Toronto, Canada 
For a comprehensive brochure outlining the course and a current 
schedule of classes and locations, please write to: 

The Music for Healing & Transition Program 
22 West End Road, Hillsdale, NY 12529 ¢ 518-325-5546 © Email: mhtp@ben.net 


For information on our Conference Session CDs and the MHTP Video: 
www.mhtp.org 


Get ready for Christmas with dulcimer arrangements by 


Peggy Carter 


Books 
Dulcimer Christmas 


Arrangements for Mt. dulcimers, 


hammer dulcimers, and other 
accoustic instruments 


Christmas Joy 
Accoustic ensemble arrangements: 
Parts for violin, flute, harp 
and dulcimers 


New CD 
A Touch of | Christmas 
Around the World 


Exciting seasonal music played by 
hammer dulcimer, guitar & flute 


Call for infor mation about 
cor r € esponde nce courses— 


only $15 per lesson 


Book and CDs are $17.95 ea. inc. s/h 
Mail check or money order to: Peggy Carter, 16142 Hexham Dr., 
Spring, TX 77379 ~ Or call us at 281-370-9495 


Please visit us at www.peggycarter.com 
for a complete list on books, CDs and workshops. 


Handcrafted Instruments 
by William Berg 


© Mountain Dulcimers 

e Hammered Dulcimers 
© Bowed Psalteries 

¢ Lap Harps ¢ Kalimbas 
¢ Banjos * Mandolins 


..and much more! Plus a great selection 
Instructional Books and CD's and Tapes. 


58 W. Main Street © Nashville, IN 47448 
812-988-7077 or toll free 800-359-2173 


www.mountainmademusic.com 


In 1972, we began 
making dulcimers 
because they 
were easy to play, 
hot too expensive, 
and lots of fun. 


After 29 years, 
Black Mountain Dulcimers 
still are. 


FREE Catalog of Dulcimers, books, CDs and more 
Yours for the asking. 


Black ., 


angtruten 


100 Foothill Bivd.* Calistoga, CA 94515 « Toll Free 1-800-786-4240 
www.blackmtninstruments.com Dealer inquiries welcome. 


STEP UP FROM THE ORDINARY 


Choice Appalachian Hardwoods 


Beautiful Design and 
Craftsmanship 


Clear Mellow Tone 


Shell Decoration 
Available 


Easy to Play 
Low Action 
Customize 


free brochure 
Catalog on web: www.AppalachianDulcimers.com 


Appalachian Dulcimers by Keith Young 
3815 Kendale Road, Annandale. VA 22003 Phone: 703-941-1071 
e-mail: keith@appalachiandulcimers.com 


Ron Ewing Dulcimers 


From a musician's hand 


Fine Instruments from 
Dulcimettes to Baritones 
since 1970 


CAPOS: 

Walnut or Cherry, $15 
Ebony or Rosewood w 
Pearl Snowflake, $20 
Gold or Black 


All Prices Postpaid 


Send SASE for brochure 


224 E. Maynard, Columbus, OH 43202 
614-263-7246 www.ronewingdulcimers.com 
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Guy George: 


Hot Dulamer & Sax 


by Sam Edelston 
Cos Cob, Connecticut 


Cleveland, Ohio area resident Guy George 
has been an inspiration to many beginning 
and continuing hammer dulcimer players. He 
brings his multi-instrumental talents to his 
performances which are enjoyed by audi- 
ences throughout the country. 


What are some of your early musical 
memories? 

I remember watching The Music Man 
and South Pacific and my favorite parts 
of the movies were always the songs. I 
also grew up with the television show My 
Three Sons with Fred MacMurray. He 
would play his saxophone on the show 
sometimes, and I thought that was pretty 
cool, so I asked for one for my thirteenth 
birthday. 

My first instrument was the piano. My 
brother and dad both took piano lessons 
in our home when I was four years-old. I 
would watch them during their lessons 
every week and after a while the piano 
teacher spent some time with me. Even- 
tually she started giving me lessons, too. 
I remember learning the beginning of 
the alphabet on the piano, I think it was 
A through H. 


When did you begin performing? 

I started playing sax at private parties 
and clubs back in the 60s, when I was 
around fourteen and actually began trav- 
eling on the road when I was seventeen. 

I attended Berklee College of Music in 
Boston, Massachusetts, then for about 
ten years I went back on the road playing 
at hotels and supper clubs around the 
US and Canada. 


When and how did you get into the hammer 
dulcimer? 

I heard a Kendra Ward recording in a 
store near my home. I hadn’t heard a 


hammer dulcimer before and loved the 
sound, I bought that CD and a couple of 
others. That was in 1996. That summer I 
took my family to Disney World and we 
happened to run into a dulcimer booth. I 
bought my first hammer dulcimer! It had 
a big Mickey Mouse in the sound hole 
just kidding. I could imagine myself play- 
ing that instrument along with my wife, 
Sharrie, on guitar. That gave me some 
ideas and a goal. 

I took private lessons with Tina 
Bergmann and she suggested that I 
attend a dulcimer festival, and that there 
was a great one in Shepherdstown, West 
Virginia, the Upper Potomac Dulcimer 
Festival. I went and heard Steve Schnei- 
der play. We hit it off right away. The 
hammer dulcimer and soprano sax blend 
so well that I got to do a fair amount of 
performing with Steve. 


What instruments do you play? 

Besides the hammer dulcimer, I play 
the alto, tenor and soprano saxophones, 
flute, penny whistle, piano and steel 
drum. I love the blend the sax has with 
both the mountain and hammer dul- 
cimers. I’ve also been using the steel 
drum quite a bit. 


Do you do a lot of performing? 

I have a regular, weekly gig at a local 
Caribbean restaurant and, when the 
weather is good, I’m playing at a happy 
hour in the flats of Cleveland. I’m also 
playing a bunch of dates on a cruise ship 
on Lake Erie. I play various instruments 
at these gigs. 

On dulcimer, I did about twenty festi- 
vals around the country in 2004, many of 
them with mountain dulcimist Tull 
Glazener. The hammer/mountain dul- 
cimer combination has been going over 
really well. Lots of festivals have been 
asking for that. In addition I play assort- 
ed dulcimer club events, weddings, 


church services, gift shops and concerts. 

Along the way, I’ve had some 
remarkable experiences. A couple of 
years ago I got a call to play with the 
Toledo Choral Society and played Mal- 
colm Dalglish’s arrangement of “Star of 
the East” with them. It’s for hammer 
dulcimer and choir, and it’s beautiful. 
The choir was just great. 

Also, a year or two ago I played with 
Maggie Sansone’s Travelers Dream at 
the Kennedy Center in Washington, DC. 
Wow! Karen Ashbrook and Paul Oorts 
were there too. I love playing with those 
guys. I played sax and penny whistle. 


What kind of music makes up most of 
what you play? 

Boy, that’s a tough one. Anything 
goes. However, it depends on the situa- 
tion. The great thing about the dulcimer 
is that things I wouldn’t think of playing 
or even enjoy playing on other instru- 
ments are really fun to do on the ham- 
mer dulcimer. Classical, Gospel, Celtic, 
Latin, contemporary, Caribbean, and 
country tunes. I enjoy playing whatever 
speaks to me at the time. 


How would you describe your dulcimer 
style? 

I think it’s rhythmic, and syncopated 
with a jazz feel, but it’s important to me 
that it’s melodic. I tend to play with a 
left lead. I’m always going after a certain 
feeling for a particular tune. I'd rather 
you get a feeling from my music, than 
just hearing notes played. 


Feeling the music and playing so 
other people get that certain, special 
feeling from your playing deserves more 
attention than it gets sometimes. One 
note can say more than twenty if it’s in 
the right place and played with the right 
feeling. 


Tell me about your CD and the title tune. 

Dream Castle is my first CD with the 
hammer dulcimer and I had a great time 
doing it. I worked with Sharrie on guitar, 
Seth Austen on mandolin and guitar, 
and Steve Schneider joined me for one 
tune. I found a great cover picture for 
the CD before it had a name. I had a 
tune without a name on the album, so it 
worked to call the tune “Dream Castle” 
to go with the artwork. 


What else have you been up to? 

Tull Glazener and I are working on a 
hammer and mountain dulcimer CD 
which should be finished soon. And I’m 
working on a Christmas CD with Sharrie 
on guitar. I played various instruments 
on new CDs by David Moran and Mad- 
die MacNeil. I just love backing up girl 
singers, and Maddie’s the best. 

I’ve also been teaching the penny 
whistle a lot. I teach it from a different 
angle; more of a jazz and sax approach 
to the playing than the traditional Irish. 


You have an interesting approach to 
practicing. 


I call it looping. I knew that to learn a 
new instrument later in life I would have 
to take my practice time and really make 
the most of it. I take a new tune and just 
play the first couple of bars, getting the 
feel of the song. I play a section of the 
song and loop it. In other words, I keep 
the tune going and keep repeating the 
section I’m working on. It can be two 
measures or four or whatever fits. I don’t 
go any farther until I have this section 
down pretty well. Do it over and over, 
maybe dozens of repeats, with a constant 
tempo. I never practice the whole tune 
in the beginning. 

I like to share this with players in my 
workshops as I’m teaching a new tune. I 
think it’s important to know how and 
what to practice when you get home 
from a festival in order to get the most 


out of it. This is not the only way to prac- 
tice but it works well for me. 


What kind of dulcimer are you playing 
these days? 

I play a Nick Blanton instrument. It’s 
four octaves from G to G with dampers 
and a right-side chromatic bass bridge. 
It’s got three pickups, so I can really con- 
trol the sound, and it’s smaller than a lot 
of dulcimers, which is very helpful when 
I’m traveling. 


How do you use the dampers? 

For a very percussive sound, I'll play 
with the strings fully damped. You can 
also play half-damped. It’s important to 
control the instrument’s ringing, espe- 
cially when playing tunes with chromat- 
ics, or jazz chords. You don’t want 
conflicting notes resonating. 


You play a lot with other musicians. How 
do you communicate with them during a 
performance? 

It’s mostly visual communication. 
Hopefully there’s been a rehearsal 
beforehand, so that everyone knows the 
form of the song. Sometimes different 
sections are kept open for improvising, 
and a visual sign helps when something 
will change. 


What would you say to someone consider- 
ing taking up the hammer dulcimer? 

I think that if playing the hammer 
dulcimer is important to you, it’s an 
attainable goal, no matter what your age. 
It doesn’t require the precise hand tech- 
nique of a stringed instrument or the 
breath control of a wind instrument. I 
really don’t know of any other instru- 
ment that can be performed after such a 
short time practicing. 


What’s the best piece of musical advice 


you ever got? 
Learn the melody and the chords. 


Would you say that you have any particular 
mission in the dulcimer world? 

The hammer dulcimer is such a neat 
instrument, it deserves to be more popu- 
lar. | would like to think I’m helping 
build the hammer dulcimer community 
in a small way. 


Fall 2004 = 19 


DISCOGRAPHY 


Guy George 
9704 Knightsbridge Lane 
Concord, Ohio 44060 
440-639-0383 
hdggeorge@aol.com 
www.guygeorge.com 


Sam Edelston lives in Connecticut and 
is chair of the Nutmeg Dulcimer Festival. 
Sam XYZ@aol.com. 


Music follows on next page. 


PRUSSIA VALLEY 


DULGIMERS 
ACOUSTIC MUSIC SHOP 


14532 B, U.S. Rt. 23 
Waverly, Ohio 45690 
Featuring Instruments From: 
Prussia Valley, McSpadden, 
Folkcraft, Chittum, 
Masterworks, Dusty Strings, 
Songbird, Tacoma, Oscar 
Schmidt, Austin, Mid-Missouri, 
Deering, Strunal, Hohner & 
Walton 


Plus: 
CDs, Cassettes, Videos, 
Instruction Books, Electronic 
Tuners, Strings, Straps & More... 


Business Hours: 
10am-6pm, Tues. thru Sat. 
Closed Sunday & Monday 


740-941-1271 pvdulcimer@bright.net 
Located one hour south of Columbus. 


www.prussiavalley.com 
VISA & Master Card 


Accepted = 


The Music Studio Presents: 
Playing He 


Hammer Dulcimer! 
VHS Video $16.95 


Featuring Jannijer Kanger 


Of Kattywompus String Band 
Check Out Our Great Gift Line: 


@ Dulcimer Watches & Wall Clocks 


® Ornately Engraved Dulcimer Hammers 
@ Dulcimer Dusters » Notecards 


And much more : call or email for catalog! 


TOLL FREE: (877) 365-5744 
kattywompus@earthlink.net 
412 S. Myrtle Ave., Monrovia, CA 91016 


www.kattywompus.bigstep.com 


2 New Releases by Lorinda Jones!! 


Mel Bay Presents 
Lullabies, 
and Other Lilting 
Melodies 
Arrangements in 
Mixolydian Tuning, for 
Mountain Duicimer, $8.95, 


The Celtic Harper 
Harp solos and duets 
highlighting the versatility of the : 
Celtic Harp as a solo instrument,as =" 
well asa perfect companionto —_—- 
flute, oboe, guitar, whistle, and 
banjo! $15.00 (plus $2.00 shipping) 


COMEMS OF UIE DOOR are 
divided between 
Lullabies, Classical 
Selections,and Folk 
Melodies. A good 
“intermediate” playing 

level for both strumm 


Visit www.lorindajones.com 
to view all products, including CDs, 
Videos, and Books. 

Order online, or mail check 
payable to: Lorinda Jones 
PO Box 123 Rineyville, KY 40162 
Fax order: 270-862-9747 


music for 
Body & Mind, Spirit & Soul 


by Dinah Ansley 


\fong the Way 


featuring 
“September on the Mississippi” 
“River” 
“Amazing Grace” 
“Shenandoah” 
Spirituals, Fiddle Tunes & more 


You support Healing Music at the 
University of Virginia when you order 


CDs $15 

Tapes $10 

(add $2.00 per item for s/h) 
Mail check to 

Dinah Ansley 

9619 Critzer Shop Rd 
Afton, VA 22920 


For more information contact Dinah at 
dulcimerdinah@cstone.net or phone 540 456-6365 
www.dulcimerdinah.com 


"MUSIC OF THE ISLES" ER) BD RELEASE 


with twenty tunes of tradi- 
tional music from Scotland, 
Ireland, Wales and England 
including Southwind, The 
Skye Boat Song, Ton-y-Botel, 
Blind Mary, Fanny Power, 
Forty Pound Float, Brighton 
Camp and more... 


SPECIAL MUSIC FOR SPECIAL EVENTS 
Russ and Ed are available for workshops, 
teaching, and performances. Contact Russ at 
735 S. Antler Drive, Mt. Zion, Illinois 62549 
(217) 520-9460/Email: russhowe@musician.net 


Duicimer Players News - “Russ 
plays dulcimer in an engaging & 
expressive finger picking style” 


Available online through Paypal 
$15.00 plus $2.00 shipping & handling 
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Dream Castle 


Guy George © 2001 
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Linda Brockinton 
2001 National 
Mountain Dulcimer 
Champion 


NEW RELEASE 


Teart of Ireland's National Composer 
Toirdhealbhach e' ct nai 
is a collection of 
Linda's favorite 
O'Carolan tunes 
featuring her 
fingerpicking 
arrangements. 
All of the songs 
are new or re- 
recorded except for O' Carolan’ s 
Concerto which Linda recorded 
with Lisa O'deena.The peerage on 
this CD are CGC & D 

Other CDs noe et 
Celtic Spirits 
My Daily Prayer 
Kindred Spirits 
An Old Fashion Chrlsinas 
Linda has written 3 
tablature books with 
fingerpicked-style 
arrangements for inter- 
mediate to advanced 
mountain dulcimer. 


(501) 316-2055 
www. lindabrockinton.com 


Neal & Coleen Walters 


20 great tunes featuring Dulcimer, 
Autoharp, Guitar, Steel Guitar, Concertina, 
Banjo, Mandolin, Bass and Vocals 


$16.50 (includes postage) 
Send check to: 


Basement Music/Neal Walters pF 
12228 Hollowell Church Road 
Greencastle, PA 17225 


or order by credit card online at 
www.cdbaby.com/cd/walters 


For sound clips, concert schedule and 
other related products, visit us online @ 
www.doofusmusic.com/basement.html 


Jim Curley’s 
Mountain Music Shoppe 
12710 Shawnee Mission Parkway 
Shawnee, Kansas 66216 
(913) 962-9711 


www.mountainmusicshoppe.com 


Dealerships: 
McSpadden* 
Rick Thum* 
SongBird* 
MasterWorks* 
Stelling* 
Deering* 
Nechville* 
Garrison* 
Tacoma* 
Bart Reiter* 
Goldtone* 
Wildwood* 
Mike Ramsey* 
Vega* 
Santa Cruz* Alt* 
Bourgeois* Mid-Missouri* 
Summit* National* 
Weber* Martin* 

and many more! 


Old Time, Bluegrass & Vintage Instruments, 
Accessories, CDs, Cassettes, Books, 
Miscellaneous, Gift Certificates & Lay-A-Ways 


Lessons * Repairs 
Buy * Sell * Trade * Consign 


Private Performances * Solos or Groups 


FDIDTIDADIDATIDATIDADITADIFIILVIIADIIAIA 

2 Purveyors of traditional folk 

instruments, music, books 
and recordings 


We carry a full line of: 

Mc Spadden Dulcimers 
Folkcraft & Folkroots 
Dulcimers 

Doug Thomson’s Banjo-Mer 
Dusty Strings & Legend 
Hammered Dulcimers 
Deering & Gold Tone Banjos 
Garrison & Blueridge Guitars 
Oscar Schmidt Autoharps 
Clarke, Generation, Oak, Burke 
& Copeland Irish Whistles 
Herdim Picks 

Bodhrans, Djembe & Doumbek 
Drums 

Individual Artist Tab =e 
Tapes, CD’s and more.. 


Family: 
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Springboro, Ohio 45066 5 
(937) 748 - 8778 


We accept: VISA, Master Card, 
Discover & American Express 
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Dream Castle by Guy George is a collection 
of newly arranged classics and originals on 


hammered dulcimer, 


including "Pachebel's 


Canon in D", "Jesu, Joy of Man's Desiring", 


"Fanny Poer 


"and more. 


Guy George adds 


that special touch with his inspiring sax 
work, pennywhistle and unique musicianship 
on the steel drums on several songs on the 


CDs _ below 


that are available online at 


www. a tna com/shopping.htm 


October 1,2,3 / Sawdust Dulcimer 
Festival / Hasengien Oklahoma 
Nov. 18-21 wy vel. a Foot- 


hills Dulcimer A 
NGFDA Fall we ne held at 
nicoi State Park in Helen, GA 


yeasts to all my “Festival 
deen | am look nemine tare forward 
to seeing everyone in 


Keep an out in DPN or visit 
way conaine tor senegele upaeten. 


Call Guy George at 440-639-0383 
to purchase CDs, workshop and 
performance 
information or visit his website 
at www.GuyGeorge.com 

Email: hdggeorge@aol.com 


schedule, booking 


WINDY RIVER 
CARDBOARD 
d DULCIMERS 
The 

WORLD'S 
PREMIER 
ACOUSTIC 
MUSIC 
STORE 

Ask for your 


FREE CATALOG 
or visit us ONLINE! 


Dark cherry cardboard sound box, 
24-1/4” wood fretboard, standard 
machine heads, very substantial. 
6-1/2 & 13-1/2 frets included. 
Ideal for schools and beginners. 
Available with 3 or 4 strings, 
strung either Ionian or Mixolydian. 


$ 50.00 


(Special prices for schools and 
organizations) 


Handcrafted music holders, music stands, 
and instrument stands. 


Dealer inquiries welcomed 


1100 N. Washington 
PO Box 14210-DPN 
Lansing, MI 48901 


WINDY RIVER DULCIMER SHOP 
P O BOX 493 
BOONEVILLE, MS 38829 
662-728-5448 
forsmith@pbellsouth.net 
www. windyriver.org 


Toll-Free (USA only) 
888-473-5810 


or 517-372-7890 
www.elderly.com 
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presents Y 


PLAYING DULCIMER 
IN THE : 
} CHORD-MELODY STYLE 


A Mel Bay Publication 

A REPERTOIRE 2 
AND x 
INSTRUCTION BOOK x 


m > Enlarge your musical landscape! Me 
mm % Combine drags, brushes, broken pinches, held notes, slides, steps, pulls, K 
ns hammers, arpeggios and more to enrich the texture of your music. m 
ey + Special sections on Practice, Performance, Errors, Editing Music, Taste, a 
ey Fingerings, Fudging (yes!) and more! xy 
+ For all levels, emphasizing beautiful playing from the start! Me 
nm $24.95 + $2.50 S&H Still available — Prices include shipping: % 
4 Rosamond Campbell The Victorian Dulcimer KI 
o, Book $8.00 CD $10.00 éY 
4 1037 Central Ave. The Parlour Dulci rea 
™% Wilmette, IL 60091-2609 . Book ¢ - a elt $10.00 OQ 
Email: RosamondCBell@aol.com ; 7 + 


S 
ESOS OOOO OO OOOO OOOO OOOO OOO OO 


Under the 
Porch Light 


From 


Quintin Stephens 


Hornbostel 


ay and have beer 
Doug Felt 


Order online at: 
www.BlaineStreet.com 


Or, send $15 + $5 s/hto 
Wellyn International 

1228 Blaine Street 

Port Townsend, WA 98368 


Rick, T h um 5 3 
6 SONG ot the 
Month Club 


* one CD mailed monthly 

¢ pick 12 from over 285 titles 
* detailed lessons 

* broken down by phrases 

¢ user friendly 

* practice tracks with guitar 
« sheet music provided 

¢ full money back guarantee 


Motivating monthly lesson 
to increase your 
skill and repertoire 
Like a Private Lesson with 
Rick Thum 


Get Started Today 


email your name and address to 
rickthum@aol.com 


6710 Twin River Road 
Eureka, MO 63025 
636-376-THUM (8486) 
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by Scott Brooks 
Lewis Center, Ohio 


can’t remember,” says Mark Alan 
Wade, “a time when there was no 
music in my home. Gospel, blue- 
grass, classical and Appalachian 
folk music surrounded me from an early 
age. 

“My mom and dad sang in a gospel 
octet when I was very young, and I 
remember the sound of their music in 
our house. But for me, the most magical 
times were at family reunions when our 
extended families got together. We lived 
in Ohio, but many of my relatives came 
from the hollers and hills of Tennessee, 
Kentucky and West Virginia. They would 
bring mandolins, guitars and harmoni- 
cas, and I soaked up these sounds of true 
American folk music—especially the 
sounds of string music. 

“In fact, I was in Kentucky when I 
heard my first hammered dulcimer,” says 
Mark. “I was thirteen, but I still remem- 
ber hearing “Brian Boru’s March.” The 
sound instantly transported me to anoth- 
er time. It was love at first stroke. From 
that day on, I saved my allowance until | 
finally was able to afford to buy one 
(with a little help) at Wildwood Music, in 
Coshocton, Ohio.” 

It’s been fourteen years since Mark 
ran into his first hammered dulcimer— 
the instrument that would change his 
life. Mark’s early successes as a young 
hammered dulcimer player in regional 
dulcimer contests gave him the impetus 
to pursue a music major at college. Mark 
was simultaneously developing as a 
young trumpet player, so he entered 
Ohio Wesleyan University and focused 
on trumpet and piano, studying the 
European masters and American jazz 
traditionalists. 

“There are no conservatory courses 
for the hammered dulcimer,” Mark will 
tell you. “And that’s one reason why I am 
now so passionate about writing music 
for the hammered dulcimer that is 
authentic in its interpretation of great 
classical compositions. The real musical 
challenge is to create hammered dul- 
cimer arrangements that are true to the 
original masterpiece. 

“T rarely look for classical songs to do 


on the hammered dulcimer; they usually 
find me. Occasionally I hear a piece that 
strikes me and haunts me until I ham- 
mer it out. Sometimes it can’t be done 
without compromising the piece and 
that’s a disappointment. But when it 
works, it’s very satisfying (and fun). It 
works best on pieces where the melody 
can be transposed to a key close to the 
original. The range is important too. My 
dulcimers are all 4+ octaves and make 
most pieces possible, but I don’t want to 
lose the essence of a piece by forcing it 
into the dulcimer’s range. 

“In general, classical guitar music fits 
nicely in a hammered dulcimer’s range. 
An example is Vivaldi’s ‘Concerto in D’ 
written for lute. Recently I have found 
success with a piece by Robert Schu- 
mann called “Traumerie’ (Dreaming). It 
was written in F and spans four octaves. 
It works nicely up one step in G. 

“The process is a labor of love, but it 
takes time to reduce all the chords to 
either two notes for two hammers or 
rolled chords. As I listen repeatedly to 
the original recordings, I find myself in a 
five-way tug-of-war between the dulcimer 
layout, my left-handed lead, the integrity 
of the original composition, aesthetics 
and fundamental music theory. 

“Daquin’s ‘Le Coucouw’ is a good 
example of this. My arrangement was 
written for solo hammered dulcimer with 
orchestral or piano accompaniment. But 
I also tried to make it work for solo ham- 
mered dulcimer. In fact, I played it with- 
out accompaniment in my competition 
for national champion at Winfield.” 
(The arrangement is available on Mark’s 
web site at markalanwade.com.) 

Mark is currently recording classical 
works for his fifth CD, but this classical 
streak is just one of the many musical 
styles that emerge when Mark puts ham- 
mer to string. Mark’s music is what you 
get when you combine conservatory 
musical training with popular musical 
cultures—all of them—expressed on 
the hammered dulcimer. You are just as 
likely to hear “Mr. Sandman” or “Foggy 
Mountain Breakdown” as you are to 
hear Chopin nocturnes when Mark 
performs. 

“Mixing musical styles is not my 
deliberate goal; it just happens,” says 
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Mark. “I want my music to evoke feel- 
ings, even if it’s a simple toe-tap. Mix- 
ing musical styles adds new colors to ‘ 
the emotional paint on my artist’s pal- 
let. I plan my concerts so that each song 
contrasts, yet complements, the next r 
song. I never stray away from tradition- 
al music for too long in a concert, but 
excursions into jazz, pop or classical 
music ignite feelings of a different sort, 
and that’s what I like.” 
Mark’s technique is clean and fast, as 
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you would expect from a former Nation- 
al Champion (1998), but it’s the combi- 
nation of talent, technique, personal 
energy and edgy creativity that give 
Mark a special Wow factor. After releas- 
ing two very traditional recordings, 
Foggy Mountain Favorites and Just As I 
Am, Mark pushed the envelope of tradi- 
tional music with his innovative CD, 
WAY Over the Waterfall. On this record- 
ing, Mark led an ensemble of musicians 
dedicated to breaking the bonds of 


traditional music—for the pure fun of 
it! “Danny Boy” became “Danny Boyz,” 
“Blackberry Blossom” became “Billy 
Bob’s Blackberry Blossom Boogie,” and 
Rimsky-Korsakov’s “Flight of the Bum- 
blebee” became “Flight of the Bumble 
Bee-Bop.” 

Perhaps it says something about our 
society that it is more difficult to turn a 
university music degree into a career in 
music than a comparable degree in 
almost any other field! But a career in 
music is a worthy goal, and for Mark, it’s 
almost a calling. After graduation from 
college in 1999, Mark taught music in 
public schools in Ohio, Texas and South 
Carolina. Teaching comes naturally to 
Mark, and the students enjoy his off-the- 
wall humor. But with these jobs the per- 
formance aspect of his musical life 
began to recede. 


or Mark, the idea of a sustainable 

career in music began to hatch as 

he returned to central Ohio. Like 

so many musicians working out- 
side the mainstream of popular music, 
Mark supplements his income from per- 
formances, from book and CD sales, and 
by offering private lessons to students of 
all ages. One of the blessings that has 
allowed Mark to acquire so many music 
students is his versatility. He instructs 
students of all ages in piano, trumpet, 
guitar, cello, violin and both mountain 
and hammered dulcimer. Understand- 
ably, students who wish to compete in 
regional and national competitions seek 
out Mark because of his national cham- 
pionship experience. Several of his stu- 
dents have now won top honors. 

In the Winter of 2004, Mark entered 
Ohio State University to pursue a gradu- 
ate degree in Music Performance (trum- 
pet). Again, it is the trumpet and 
classical music tradition that enlivens his 
love affair with music. During this phase 
of formal training, Mark continues to 
perform, teach and record dulcimer 
music and has just returned home from 
playing principal trumpet in a symphony 
in Austria and surrounding countries. 

“Studying trumpet and piano has 
helped me hone my musicianship, into- 
nation, phrasing, musicality, discipline 
and expression,” says Mark. “The 
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trumpet has influenced the way I express 
myself on the dulcimer. I believe all 
instruments are trying to emulate the 
human voice on some level. The trum- 
pet is a wind instrument, so I naturally 
shape phrases and breathe like a singer. 
On the dulcimer, I try to sing through 
my instrument by contouring phrases as 
if | were breathing.” 

There has been a growing demand on 
Mark to participate in recording projects 
like the newly-formed Hammer On! 
This dynamic group consists of four 
multi-instrumentalists. All four play the 
guitar and all four play the hammered 
dulcimer, making the possibilities end- 
less! Mark is joined by Dan Landrum, 
Randy Clepper and Bob McMurray. 
Hammer On! music is loaded with an 
arsenal of driving rhythms and hot licks. 
They plan to tour in 2005 after the 
release of their CD. 

What makes Mark Wade’s music so 
instantly recognizable? It really comes 
down to three things: energy, technique, 
and creativity. Fortunately for us all, 
Mark plans to be honing his technique 
and creating with great energy for a 
long, long time. 

Mark Wade 

5031 Langcroft Drive, Hilliard, OH 43026 

614-850-7138 * mark@markalanwade.com 


markalanwade.com 


Scott Brooks is a writer and mandolin 
player living in Lewis Center, Ohio. He is 
creative director for Q1 Communicators 
(Q1.com) and enjoys creating CD packaging 
and web sites for musicians. 
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Autoharp & Hammered Dulcimer 
Twenty Mostly Solo Tunes 


“A treasure trove...each one a gem.” 
Neal Walters, Reviewer, Dulcimer Players News 
$17 postage paid to: 
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TAIN DULCIMERS HAMMER DULCIMERS FOLK HARPS 


Blue Lion  McSpadden * Folkcraft # Cripple Creek 
_ Dusty Strings # Master Works # Black Mountain 
R. L. Tack & Grassrog $1 HSH Enterprises 


HAMMERED DULCIMER 


& AUTOHARP 


314-961-2838 
800-892-2970 
www.musicfolk.com 
musicfolk@musicfolk.com 


Blue Lion 


Musical Instruments 


Authorized builders of the Jean Ritchie Dulcimer 
and the Force-d’ Ossché Six String Dulcimer. 


Handcrafted guitars and dulcimers of exceptional quality 
preferred by fine musicians including: Janita Baker, Anna Barry, 
Cathy Barton, Larkin Bryant, Rosamond Campbell, Carrie Crompton, 
Neal Hellman, Jay Leibovitz, Wade Hampton Miller, 
Mark Nelson, Jean Ritchie, Sally Rogers and others. 


Blue Lion 


10650 Little Quail Lane 
Santa Margarita, CA 93453 
(805) 438-5569 


Call or write for free catalog. 


GMW MarketingPLUS 
is pleased to announce 
The First Annual 
Pilot Mountain Bowed 
Dulcimer Festival in 
North Carolina 
April 1-3, 2005 
featuring Ken Bloom 
For more information please 
visit www.BowedDulcimer.com 
LL 
Another new WE 
venture is working Nett in 
with Merv Rowley it: 
and John Sackhenheim on the 
www. MountainDulcimer-!-3-5.com 
website. There are free mountain 
dulcimer tablature arrangements, 
a FAQ page that explains this 
tuning and we are in the process 
of adding learning aids and more. 
We are focusing on the D-F#-A 
and F-A-C tunings, but there will 
be more in the future. If your 
dulcimer club would like to 
schedule a workshop with John, 
please visit the website's contact 
page for more information. 


Ce 
PS: Thanks to all my clients. I 
am having a blast and want to 
invite everyone to visit my 
website for current updates... 


Harpsicle $295.90 


Great for beginners, 
it includes a teach 
yourself manual. 


volume, portable, 
41/2 (hs, 3 1/2 octaves. 
Handcrafted in U.S.A. 


“Available in colors (flavors.) 


222 Main Street, Rising Sun, IN 47040 
812/438-3032 


www.traditionalharps.com 


* Tuning pins 
© Hitch pins 
© Strings 

© Specialty tools 
© Tuners . 
© Finishes 
® Glues 

© Pickups 


5-Star runing peg 


For FREE CATALOG of tools, 
parts, supplies, books & videos 
for instrument building & repair: 
Call 800-848-2273 
Fax 740-593-7922 


Online: www.stewmac.com 


STEWART*MACDONALD’S 
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Box 900DP * Athens, Ohio 45701 * USA 


MAIDEN CREEK 


@ for that old-time music @ 
OVER 230 TAPE & CD titles 
at 25% off, no S&H 


SONG COLLECTIONS $7 
CELTIC SONGS & AIRS #1 
COWBOYS & VAQUEROS 
FIDDLE & BANJO #1 
GRAND OLD HYMNS #1 
GRAND OLD HYMNS #2 
SONGS OF FAITH 
CHRISTMAS SWEETNESS 
CHRISTMAS WONDER 
CHRISTMAS SPIRIT 
BEGINNERS ist SONGBOOK 
BEGINNERS OLDTIME FAVORITES 
--coming-- 
WALTZES AND PRANCES 
BLUE AND GRAY 


MAIDEN CREEK DULCIMERS 
4122 Melrose Dr. Wooster,OH 44691 
330/345-7825 
jphockett@sssnet.com 


Want to make a Mountain Dulcimer? 


Check out Keith Young's two volume, three hour video "How 
to Make a Mountain Dulcimer". A book contains plans, 
procedures, lists of materials, tools and supplies, fret 


calculations, "secrets" and more. $59 plus $5 priority mail. 
More information at www.AppalachianDulcimers.com. 
Keith Young. 3815 Kendale Road, Annandale. V A 22003 
phone: 703-941-1071, email: keith@appalachiandulcimers.com 


Bob and Betty Kiogima 
1079 Tinker Lane 
Proctorville, OH 45669 


BB Hammers 740/886-2284 


Gustom Hammer Makers 


Many styles available in Cherry or Maple 7%” or 8%” long with 
Rosewood trim handles. 


We Specialize in Custom Sizes. 


Dealer Inquiries Invited. * BKiog@aol.com 
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ColoradoCase com 
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as 


Pree brochure, price list 
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Soft cases tor any CGulcimer « 
Lightweight flight cases for HDs 
Well insulated, padded, weatherignt 


MODERN MOUNTAIN DULCIMER 


evolutionary/revolutionary 
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Kim McKee: 


On the Road 
to Winfield 


by Faith Brynie 
Bigfork, Montana 


im McKee left her home in 

Polson, Montana, in September 

2002, and set out for Winfield, 

Kansas, eager to return to the 
Walnut Valley Festival for the first time 
in fourteen years. Kim—along with her 
husband and musical companion Ken 
Willson—was excited about the wide 
variety of instruments and players she 
expected to see there. “It’s a place to 
learn new styles and techniques,” she 
says, “and you get to rub elbows with 
incredible players on every instrument.” 
Kim had another goal in mind; she 
planned to enter the National Mountain 
Dulcimer Championship competition. 
Her goal was realized when she won 
first place. 

Kim’s journey to the 2002 Champi- 
onships at Winfield actually began 
twenty years earlier. In 1983, while 
attending a friend’s wedding in North 
Dakota, she saw a mountain dulcimer 
for the first time. The instrument so 
intrigued her that she pawned her 
guitar and started searching the music 
stores for a dulcimer. She found a 
three-stringed model and purchased it 
eagerly, but found no one who could 
teach her to play. “Most people strum 
and play chords, but I didn’t know that 
was how it was supposed to be played,” 
she says. Undaunted, she taught herself, 
playing melodies up and down on the 
fretboard with a finger-picking style, 
sounding out the melody lines of tradi- 
tional Irish tunes she loved. 

In 1985, Kim attended a dulcimer 
festival in Colorado. She bought a book 
and learned some tunes, but soon put it 


away. “I enjoyed the way I was already 
playing; it was more melodic,” she says. 
Other dulcimer players must have 
agreed, for her unique style won her the 
Colorado championship two years in a 
row. She competed at Winfield, too, 
finishing among the top five finalists in 
1987 and winning second place in 1988. 

Along came Ken Willson, and Kim’s 
direction changed. They married and 
moved to Montana, where they began 
writing, performing, and recording both 
traditional Celtic music and their own 
original songs and tunes. They began 
touring as Willson & McKee in 1990, 
and their success as a duo over the next 
decade kept Kim too busy to think 
much about returning to Winfield. 

In concert, Ken plays guitar, Irish 
bouzouki, and tenor banjo. Kim plays 
mountain dulcimer, hammer dulcimer, 
folk harp, accordion, guitar, and 
bodhran. Drawing from Irish and Scot- 
tish traditions, while mixing in contem- 
porary experiences, Willson & McKee’s 
repertoire incorporates everything from 
jigs to Kim’s tune about her favorite 
childhood Mexican restaurant, Tortilla 
Flats. 

The pair is often on the move. The 
interior of their van is crammed floor to 
roof with equipment and instruments 
used in educational performances, 
workshops, and concerts. Over the past 
fourteen years, their full-time itineraries 
have taken them through ten Rocky 
Mountain and western states. In the last 
two years, they have broadened their 
tours to include New England, the East 
Coast, Ireland and Scotland. Willson & 
McKee plan their tours so they can mix 
concerts with work in schools. In 
schools, Willson & McKee serve their 
students a smorgasbord of Celtic music 
and culture, with the children trying 
their hand at playing traditional instru- 
ments and learning songs and dances to 
perform with Willson & McKee for par- 
ents and community members. 

Willson & McKee believe their great- 
est strength lies in their ability to inter- 
act with audiences. “We develop a 
relationship with the crowd and it’s a lit- 
tle different every time,” Ken says. 
“When we tour, we are visiting new 
towns and meeting new people every 


day. But when the audience comes into 
the concert hall, we feel as if they have 
just entered our living room,” Kim says. 
The pair wants the audience to have as 
much fun hearing the music as Willson 
& McKee have performing it. “When 
you have fun, it takes the music to a dif- 
ferent level. You can hear and feel the 
life in it,” Ken says. The fun in the 
music is evident by the smiles on their 
faces and the constant movement on 
stage. During the songs and tunes, nei- 
ther one of them can stand still—which 
is an amazing thing to watch while the 
hammered dulcimer is engaged! 

In their concerts, Kim sometimes 
plays the mountain dulcimer to accom- 
pany their singing. More often, with 
Ken on guitar and Kim on the dulcimer, 
they use the instruments for contrast. 
“We weave in and around each other,” 
Kim says, “alternating the melody and 
harmony lines between us.” She thinks 
that approach makes the music more 
interesting for listeners, keeping them 
guessing as to what is coming next. 

At the Colorado festivals in the 
1980s, Kim fell in love with another 
instrument she had never seen before — 
the hammered dulcimer. She learned 
this instrument as she had the mountain 
dulcimer, by listening and experiment- 
ing. As she had done with the mountain 
dulcimer, she evolved her own, unique 
style. “I use the dampers more than 


Timothy Seaman fine acoustic music for Virginia 
..-compelling self-styled hammered dulcimer, flute and guitar 


most players,” she explains, “to get ’ celebrating the trees, wildlife, parks & heritage of the region! 
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sound and great Latin rhythms without 
the ring of the strings.” 

Kim likes to use subtle dissonances 
for suspense and tension when playing 
melodies on the dulcimer. She performs 
on a Bonnie Carol asymmetrical dul- 
cimer and two MacSpadden instru- 
ments, including a beautiful Koa 
dulcimer that she won at Winfield. 

Kim had fifteen years of classical 
piano training and she realizes now how 


www.timothyseaman.com 


Custom Hammers & Dulcimer Accessories 


(Hammers: 8" or 9" long, Claser engraved with your name. 
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please visit 


hae angements of traditional . a 
<P contemporary tunes featuring | MmMAAUAWA Batexe (cla alaarelelayccliave(Ul(et/aatimere)an 


4a mountain & hammer dulcimer. 


Send $15+$2s/h Wn Dp 
to Molly McCormack? 
4302 Kinloch Rd., 
Louisville, KY 40207 
502-896-4186 


Thanks! 


www.mollymeccormack.com 


by Paul Gifford 


The Stocking Family, Their 
Music and Their Dulcimers 
Paul Gifford 


In researching dulcimer history, 
information usually comes in one of 
three ways: by word of mouth from peo- 
ple recalling incidents they witnessed 
themselves or from older family stories; 
from written sources, either contempo- 
rary or after the fact; and from the 
instruments themselves. The story of 
the Stocking family is unusual in that it 
is based on all three types of sources. 

] 1798 respectively somewhere in 

— New York, had settled by 1820 at 
Sandwich, now part of Windsor, 
Ontario, Canada. They were both 
wheelwrights and cabinetmakers. We do 
not know whether they played or made 
musical instruments, but, given the fact 
that their sons did and that they worked 
with wood, it is most likely. They moved 
across the border into Oakland County, 
Michigan, north of Detroit, in the 1820s, 
and in 1838 bought land in Otisco Town- 
ship, lonia County. Thomas and Han- 
nah had a son, Jarvis F. Stocking, while 
Jared, who married Lucy Bigelow, had 
six sons and four daughters. 

Jared’s son Fidius D. Stocking (born 
24 December 1824 in Pontiac, Michigan, 
died 1894 in Lowell, Michigan) was one 
of the best-known fiddlers in his region. 
Familiarly known as Fid, people thought 
his nickname was derived from his 
music. In his early years, fiddling was his 
chief means of a living, and for the 1850 
census, he reported his occupation as 
fiddler. From a county history published 
in 1881, Fidius, who must have pre- 
served his account books, revealed that 
he had earned over a lifetime about 
$12,000 from fiddling at dances, and 
said that his monthly income from fid- 
dling had been as high as $34.00, a con- 
siderable lift from routine manual labor 
which brought him $6 a month. 


wo brothers, Thomas and Jared 
Stocking, born about 1795 and 
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Jared’s second son, Jerome B. Stock- 
ing (1827-1885), was a pioneer settler of 
Elk Rapids Township, Antrim County, 
Michigan having participated in the 
town’s organization in 1853. He seems to 
have been a successful farmer there. The 
late Bob Spinner, dulcimer player of Elk 
Rapids, once heard a story from a descen- 
dant of Jerome Stocking that his ancestor 
made dulcimers. Unrelated to this activity 
was also a story that he was arrested for 
cattle rustling. I do not know of any dul- 
cimers made by Jerome Stocking, but 
they are probably one variety of many 
without a maker’s name. 

Fidius’s fiddling and Jerome’s dul- 
cimer making suggests that they played 
together, at least in the 1850s, at dances. 
Fidius and his father Jared followed 
Jerome to Elk Rapids, where they pur- 
chased land in 1856 and their playing 
must have continued there. After 1860, 
Fidius returned to his old home in Low- 
ell, Kent County, where he spent the rest 
of his life, partly as a fire insurance agent. 
His son Rodney ran a music store there 
for many years. 

Fidius’s cousin, Jarvis F. Stocking was 
born about 1831 in Ontario. His father 
Thomas had purchased land in 1825 in 
Michigan but must have returned to 
Canada by the time Jarvis was born. In 
the 1830s, the family moved to Otisco 
Township, lonia County, Michigan. In his 
spare time, probably during the winter, he 
made dulcimers. Only three of them are 
known to me, but they are unusual in that 
he stenciled not only his name, but the 
year of manufacture, on them. People fre- 
quently hope to find on an old instrument 
the maker’s name and the date of manu- 
facture, but ninety-five percent of old dul- 
cimers have neither. The Stocking 
dulcimers are exceptions. One reads as 
follows: 

Jarvis F Stocking 

Otisco lonia Co. 

Mich. 1869 


9P his instrument was owned and 

-§ played by Charles B. Huntington, 

-§ of Chesaning, Michigan 

|___ (1857-1961), a farmer, and the 
photograph shows him playing it at the 
age of 102 (Illustration 1). Whether Hunt- 
ington’s parents purchased it new or the 


instrument had changed hands several 
times before Huntington acquired it, is 
unknown. If purchased new, Stocking 
would have had to travel almost a hun- 
dred miles from home to sell it. 

This dulcimer (//lustration 2) features 
an attractively painted black soundboard. 
Between the borders of the central sound 
holes and concentric holes surrounding 
the bronze central holes, Stocking paint- 
ed a fantastic birds-eye maple finish. 
Notes in block letters are stenciled under 
the courses and bronze leaves appear on 
the soundboard. 

Another Stocking dulcimer just hap- 
pened to be taken for repair to the shop 
of White Brothers Music, Okemos, 
Michigan, as I began to write this article 
(Illustration 3). Although in much worse 
condition, it resembles the 1869 dulcimer 
in many ways. It has the same sound-hole 
design and the same string layout. On its 
long side, the maker’s information is 
stenciled as follows: 


FE 

STOCKING 

OTISCO IONIA CO 

MICH 1867 

This instrument has twelve treble 
courses of three strings each and, 
although pins for eleven bass courses of 
two strings each are included, the bass 
bridge was built for only seven courses. 
This odd feature is also found on the 
1869 instrument. This dulcimer measures 
fourteen inches in width, front to back; 
its length measurements are forty-one 
and forty-three inches (lower and upper 
measurements differ because the outer 
sides are beveled) and nineteen and 
twenty inches. The soundboard is painted 
in faux grain resembling rosewood. The 
only bronze decorations on the sound- 
board are the notes, in block letters 
under each course, and borders around 
the central sound holes and lines 
between the concentric holes. 

The third Jarvis Stocking dulcimer 
known to me is owned by Gary Sager of 
Prussia Valley Dulcimers Acoustic Music 
Shop, Waverly, Ohio (//lustrations 4 and 
5). The history of this instrument is 
unknown beyond the fact that its former 
owner, Dick Johnson, was from Michigan 
and it was stored for a long time in his 
uncle’s barn, This instrument, though 


built in 1878, is designed so that the 
trapezoidal dulcimer is built into a rec- 
tangular case with a lid, a design more 
typical of early nineteenth-century Amer- 
ican instruments. Like the trapezoidal 
dulcimers, this instrument is stenciled, on 
its front side: 

JARVIS.ESTOCKING 

MICH. 1878 

The dulcimer is very similar to the 
1867 and 1869 instruments with twelve 
treble courses of three strings each and 
eleven bass courses of two strings each. 
Instead of the partial bass bridge, its bass 
bridge supports all eleven courses. Its 
sound hole design is the same. Instead of 
bronze paint, the notes are stenciled with 
silver paint and additional decoration in 
both silver and bronze paint. The border 
around the central sound holes is silver 


1. Charles B. Huntington, of Chesaning, Michigan, 
playing a Stocking dulcimer at age 102 (1959). 


aaa. 


and bronze around the concentric holes, 
oak-leaf and twig decoration. The out- 
side measurements of the case are forty- 
three inches long by fifteen inches wide. 
The dulcimer itself measures thirteen 
inches, front to back, that is, the sound- 
board itself, and the lengths are forty- 
three inches and seventeen inches. The 
case includes a lock and four holes on the 
underside, indicating that it originally sat 
on legs or some sort of stand. 


‘fj we can infer that Jerome probably 


fF rom the migrations of the family, 
learned to play the dulcimer prior 


__— to his move north, and that he 
probably was accompanying his brother 
Fidius by 1850 or so. Their cousin Jarvis 
must have gotten interested in the dul- 
cimer at the same time. We cannot be 


2. Dulcimer made by Jarvis F. Stocking, 1869, 
which Charles B. Huntington owned. 


. ‘ a x w x 


4. Dulcimer made by Jarvis F Stocking, 1878. 
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sure, however. Perhaps Jarvis’s interest 
began later, and Jerome began making 
them after a visit to his cousin. Perhaps 
descendants of the family could provide 
more details. Jarvis certainly made them 
from 1867 to 1878, probably during the 
winter, and he probably sold them him- 
self. The dulcimer-making part of the 
story probably ended in the 1880s, when 
Jarvis and his wife Olive followed their 
only son Frank to Azusa Township, Los 
Angeles County, California. 


Acknowledgements: | would like to thank 
William White of White Brothers Music, 
Okemos, Michigan, and Gary Sager, Prussia 
Valley Dulcimers Acoustic Music Shop, 
Waverly, Ohio, for their help. 


3. Dulcimer made by Jarvis F Stocking, 1867 


5. Detail of dulcimer made by Jarvis F 
Stocking, 1878. 


The Art of Performing 


by Steve Schneider 


And the Weakest Shall Be 
the Strongest 


rom where I sit here in northern 
Ontario, I look out a window that 
frames a magnificent view. 
Through this large peep hole I 
have a perfect view of the setting sun as 
it silently sinks into Lake Huron. It is 
an incredibly beautiful scene, one that I 
might not be aware of at this moment if 
it weren’t for the window that frames it. 
In a similar manner, a tori-i, the wood 
structure at the entrance to Japanese 
gardens, directs your view to an espe- 
cially beautiful scene of nature. This 
sort of framing is limiting. However, 
the end result created by focusing your 
attention on one view in particular rais- 
es your awareness and brings a deeper 
understanding and appreciation. 

A beam of light emanating from a 
flashlight has a similar function as it 
focuses your attention to one particular 
spot at a time while walking in the dark. 
What you actually see while walking at 
night is determined by where you point 
your flashlight. It is simultaneously illu- 
minating and limiting, since the light 
allows you to cut through the darkness 
and see things you couldn’t ordinarily 
have seen; however, at the same time, it 
limits your view to only those places 
where you point the light. 

There are times when using a flash- 
light is absolutely necessary. When 
safety is an issue, when you're in a 
hurry, or when you’re looking for some- 
thing in particular, artificial light is a 
wonderful and useful tool. A flashlight 
will also help you get to know an area 
with a particularly difficult terrain, to 
help you learn where to place your feet 
and to get to know what spots to avoid. 
Afterwards, when you know the area 
better, you are able to navigate it suc- 
cessfully, even in the dark. You should 
expect to stumble a bit, but if you go 
slowly at first, you will find that your 
familiarity enables you to walk on with 
greater grace and confidence. 


What does this have to do with dul- 
cimer playing? Quite a bit, actually. 
Useful analogies abound. How do you 
prepare music for performance? 

To know a piece of music you need 
to make it your own and be comfortable 
playing it up to speed. This level of 
familiarity will make it possible for you 
to play the piece through (even with 
mistakes) without interrupting the flow 
of the music or the pulse. You'll be at 
your best. (More on this issue in a 
future article.) 

To achieve this level of familiarity, 
you must focus on those passages that 
you find difficult in order to bring them 
to the same level of fluency as those 
passages you find easiest. This is the 
weakest link approach. If you take care 
of the part that gives you the most trou- 
ble, you have accomplished two amaz- 
ing things: you have created a more 
even playing field with fewer potential 
areas for glitches, memory issues, wrong 
notes, and you’ve also conquered a 
musical problem and grown as a 
musician. 

To that end, here’s a quote from a 
wonderful little book, Playing the Piano 
for Pleasure by Charles Cooke: “I 
believe in marking off, in every piece we 
study, all passages that we find especial- 
ly difficult, and then practicing these 
passages patiently, concentratedly, 
intelligently, relentlessly —until we 
have battered them down, conquered 
them—until we have transformed 
them, thoroughly and permanently, 
from the weakest into the strongest pas- 
sages in the piece.” Cooke points out 
that transforming a piece’s weakest pas- 
sages into its strongest reduces the sum- 
total difficulty. It makes the entire piece 
easier to approach, to learn, to play and 
to perform. But how do we practice 
this? 

Cooke suggests that this process 
must begin while you're learning a 
piece. When you come to a passage 
where you stop or falter, you consider it 
as you would a fracture of a bone— 
something that needs your time and 
attention in order to heal. You set the 
fracture by marking it (in pencil) on 
your music. Cooke uses symbols such as 
these [ ] to mark or set his fractures. He 


suggests including a few notes before 
and after the fracture to act as pins 
would in a real fracture, to set it into its 
context. This enables you to practice 
the difficult passage, its entrance and its 
exit. 


ere is where the flashlight analogy 

comes in. You need to focus your 

attention on one passage at a time 

in order to transform it from a 
weak passage to a strong one. It 
becomes an exercise that you extract 
from the music, and you work on it until 
it becomes as easy as the easiest pas- 
sage. Then, and only then, do you insert 
and incorporate it back into the piece. 
With your beam of light, you illuminate 
the most difficult passages, set the frac- 
tures, and practice them intelligently 
until you can play them with ease. 
When you have completed this process, 
it’s time to put aside the flashlight and 
to practice the piece as a whole. 

Cooke suggests that you take the 
time necessary to insure that you are 
practicing the correct notes while mak- 
ing sure that the relative time values are 
correct. Slow practice is essential in set- 
ting fractures. Depending upon which 
dulcimer you're playing, consistent and 
intelligent fingering or hammering pat- 
terns are essential. Constantly changing 
your fingering or hammering patterns is 
a waste of time and energy, as it creates 
other problems and makes it extremely 
difficult to learn, memorize, and per- 
form a piece of music. 

How many times do you need to 
repeat a fracture before you know it? 
That depends on you, the difficulty of 
the passage, and how systematically you 
approach the problem. I find that a 
slower and more concentrated 
approach makes for faster and deeper 
learning. It seems that I know a passage 
if I can play it three times in a row with- 
out problems. Cooke suggests practic- 
ing something five times in a row, and 
then listening to it in your mind’s ear a 
few times before playing it again. This 
also aids in memorization. 

He goes on to say that “a difficult 
passage can be mastered without, early 
in the operation, memorizing it.” In the 
process of setting and fixing a fracture, 


you should have focused on and prac- 
ticed it so often that you will have 
memorized it. And memorization is 
another indicator of knowing. 

Another suggestion from Cooke is 
appropriate here: make the target 
tempo for the difficult passages faster 
than the speed at which you'll ultimate- 
ly be playing the piece. Doing so means 
that when you play the piece as a whole 
at its regular tempo, the more difficult 
passages will be even easier. 

In addition to marking the fractures 
and difficult passages in your music, 
you might consider marking your music 
with as much useful information as you 
can in order to speed the process of 
learning and memorizing. This can 
include notes to yourself, fingering, 
hammering patterns and dynamic 
markings. 

I suggest that you spend consistent 
and concentrated efforts on the more 
difficult passages before attempting to 
learn the music as a whole. This should 
result in your knowing the music more 
deeply and thoroughly and fewer issues 
or problems while performing. 

Don’t forget that each performance 
is a dress rehearsal for the next one; 
your skills should get better each time 
you perform. Pay attention to whatever 
difficulties you encounter in your per- 
formances, and apply the same high- 
level scrutiny to analyze and 
understand what you need to do to 
make your next performance better. 
Your performances will become easier, 
less problematic and ultimately more 
satisfying for both you and your audi- 
ences. 

I'd love to hear about your experi- 
ences and ideas about performing. 
Please write to me at performance@ 
steveschneider.com Be well, and stay 
in tune. 
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Appalachian Dulcimers 
12 Solid Wood Models 


Legeno 


Hammer Dulcimers 
6 Models 


FolkKoots “~S 


Appalachian Dulcimers ‘Senneny/ 


9 Solid Wood Models 
Psalteries, Harps, Instrument Kits, Hammer Dulcimer Stands, Books, 
Accessories, Recordings, Builders’ supplies, Bags/Cases, & more! 
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E-mail:info@folkcraft.com Browse our web-site: www.folkcraft.com 
P.O. Box 807, Winsted, CT 06098 Order Toll-Free: 800-433-3655 
Visit our Showroom: Corner High & Wheeler Sts., Winsted, Ct. 
Dealer inquiries invited. 


Sweet Sounds Dulcimer House 


Hammer Dulcimers, Mountain Dulcimers, 
Pick-N-Sticks, Walkabout Dulcimers, 
Bodhrans, & Crystal Flutes 

Large Selection of Books, Tapes, CD's, Jewelry, 
Accessories, MD soft cases, single & double, 


Barry & Linda Evans : 
of our own design, and much more. 


11129 Hwy 90 West 

Beaumont, Tx 77713 

phone 1-877-860-0848 
or 1-409-866-0848 


www.dulcimerhouse.com 
SSDulcHse@aol.com 


Sue Carpenter 


fingerpicking & more for the mountain dulcimer 


HELIOTROPE BOUQUET CD $15-Cassette $10-Tune Book $12 
Elegant collection of instrumentals 


PATTERNS AND PATCHWORK sInstructional Book $22 


More than a year’s worth of fingerpicking lessons 


DULCIMER STRAPS adjustable w/quick release buckle $12.50 
black, red, wine, blue, green, purple, brown, rainbow 


S&H $2.50 2160 Hideaway Lane ; 
Add $1 each add'l item Quinlan, TX 75474 (} 
TX residents add 8.25% sales tax e-mail: scarpenter@onlineisp.net aN 


New Web Site! www.suecarpenter.net 
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The Housewife's L 


Playing melody notes on the middle anc 


(Just-past-beginning/Intermediate level) ‘ SY FA : 


by Rosamond Campbell 
Wilmette, Illinois 


“The Housewife’s Lament” is an early 
protest song that originated around the 
time of the Civil War. The earliest- 
known version is found in the diary of 
Mrs. Sarah A. Price, who was the wife of 
a prosperous farmer in Ottawa, Illinois. 
The song is—if you'll forgive the pun— 
a “laundry list” of the exhausting duties 
of the nineteenth-century housewife. She 
plants, tills, harvests and preserves the 
yield of the kitchen garden; pins, weaves, 
quilts, sews and mends; chops wood; 
cooks, washes, tends children and nurses 
the sick—all accompanied by a constant 
pursuit with mop and broom of the dirt 
that sifted in endlessly, everywhere. 

Except for the sad fact that she lost 
two sons in the war, I know nothing 
about Sarah Price’s life. Nevertheless, of 
this I am certain: Familiar as she must 
have been with the concept, she never 
heard the word “multi-tasking.” Nor did 
she have access to what a current issue 
of Oprah magazine prescribes for “worn- 
out women”: an acupuncturist, a nutri- 
tionist and a life coach. From her 
interest in the song it would appear that 
to drudge was Sarah’s lot. Yet her copy- 
ing it into her diary implies that she 
retained a sense of proportion and good 
humor as well as sympathy with fellow 
housewives. 

“Housewife” is reminiscent of the 
old tune, “Single Girl”: 


When I was single, marriage was my 
crave, 

Now I am married, I’m troubled to my 
grave. 


And “A Single Life”: 


Single girl, single girl, goes to the store 
and buys, 

Married girl, married girl, rocks the baby 
and cries. 


The song has also inspired contem- 
porary parodies. These rail against 
stopped sinks, running toilets, toys to 
put away, “making beds and bandaging 
heads.” None, I think, is more to the 
point than this verse and chorus from 
Hilda Thomas of Vancouver: 


‘Alas, ‘twas no dream—ahead I 
behold it, 

But I am not helpless my fate to avert.’ 
She laid down her broom, her apron she 
folded—'If this doesn’t stop, some- 

one’s gonna get hurt!’ 


Oh, life is a toil and love is a trouble, 

Beauty will fade and riches will flee, 

But I’m damned if I'll live with oppres- 
sion that’s double, 

I’m damned if I'll wait anymore to be 


free! 


Despite its carefully delineated mis- 
eries, “Housewife” is written in cheerful 
waltz time and has a captivating lilt. In 
the arrangement, I have tried to choose 
what I call “comfortable” chords. With- 
in the chords, many of the melody notes 
fall naturally on the middle and bass 
strings. The chorus is more challenging 
than the verses and those chords may 
feel crowded, but this seems a better 
choice than scooting up and down the 
fretboard. Let’s walk through it now, 
keeping in mind that slow equals easy 
and easy always does it. 

First, to clarify the tab: Melody notes 
that fall on the middle or bass strings 
are circled. A string that is not played— 
not even as 0—has an X on its tab line. 
A curved line with an S beneath is a 
slide. | have mentioned one place for an 
optional pull-off, but as we walk 
through the piece you may find others. 
The marks and fingerings are only sug- 
gestions, but please try them. They are 
the results of my personal trial-and- 
error. I have tried to do your homework 
for you! 


Measure 3: Here you will find the 
first note—a 1—that appears on a 
string other than the melody string. You 
might like to experiment with changing 
fingers (from middle to index and back 
to middle) on these repeated 1’s. It’s a 
pianist’s technique and it produces a 
cleaner sound. When you repeat a note, 
don’t immediately put your finger back 
on the string. Land on it just when you 
need to play it and then get off. Other- 
wise you'll damp the sound. 

Measure 4: Slide your thumb from 3 
to 2. The 2 and 0 are played as a pinch. 
I like to “break” pinches quickly. This 
technique makes a two-note chord 
sound thicker. 

Measure 7: When you walk your fin- 
gers up the middle string, be sure to get 
them all the way up to the fret and to 
depress the string all the way down to 
the fretboard. Keep in mind throughout 
the piece, all the way up and all the way 
down will help prevent buzzes, thunks 
and sizzles. 

Measure 16: If you find your index 
finger always wants to land on the mid- 
dle 3, try sliding that finger up the 
string past the next required note (mid- 
dle 5) and then dropping the middle 
finger down onto that 5. It sounds 
tricky but this maneuver may prevent a 
potential fumble. Another option: Play 
the middle 3 (you’re already on it) 
instead of the next melody 9. The notes 
are the same but the tone “color” is dif- 
ferent. Your choice. 

Because the A-part repeats three 
times, we’re more than half-way 
through the piece. However, if you look 
at the beat line (tempo markings below 
the tab) of the repeated melody you 
will see that the same notes are some- 
times even, sometimes dotted. Try to 
play these variations—perhaps even 
highlight them. They work with the 
words and make the song more inter- 
esting. 

Measure 17: Here (and also in meas- 
ure 19) is another opportunity to 
change fingers on repeated notes. 

Measure 18: Cling to the first string 
7 as long as you can. Don’t “clip” the 
note by cutting it short. 

Measure 19: It’s tempting to play the 
notes under “is a” as a dotted rhythm, 


but don’t. They are a pair of even 8th 
notes. And try to hold the middle and 
bass 4’s of the barre; you’ll need them 
for the next measure. Lastly, keep in 
mind (and hand) that from measure 19 
to measure 24 you’re going to “track” 
your index finger on the bass string. 

Measure 20: Slide your index finger 
from the bass 4 up to the 6+. Make a 
gentle, buoyant lilt across the strings. 

Measure 24: I didn’t indicate a fer- 
mata (hold) on this chord, but I suggest 
you lean on it a little, pull the middle 6 
off to 0 and slow down. Resume your 
more lively tempo for the final A-part. 

In the chorus, most of the melody 
occurs on the bass string. On some 
instruments, this string can sound dull 
or “thunky.” If you are familiar with the 
technique, use a little vibrato for more 
sustain. Or perhaps you just need to 
change that string! 

And now about the descant, a 
melody played or sung above a musical 
theme. This one is based on the first- 
string notes of the chorus. It may be 


Congratulations! 


to 
Casey Miles 


played as a simple accompaniment for 
singing or as a second part. Again, if 
you can, put a little vibrato on these sin- 
gle notes. This will fatten up the sound. 
There’s also the option of playing the 
descant on the bass string. You can, of 
course, add simple chords, but try not to 
duplicate those already given in the 
chorus. You can “flip” most of them to 
get different voicings. That is, instead of 
playing melody, middle, bass, you can 
play them bass, middle, and melody. 

Sarah Price no doubt never com- 
plained that her chi was running low, 
but because she liked “Housewife” well 
enough to record it in her diary I imag- 
ine that when her energy was depleted 
she knew how of lift herself up with a 
bit of wry humor. 

Thanks, Sarah, for the lesson! 


Rosamond Campbell has published two 
collections of 19th-century music arranged 
for dulcimer: The Victorian Dulcimer and The 
Parlour Dulcimer, and Playing Dulcimer in the 
Chord-Melody Style, an instruction book with 


2003 National Mountain Dulcimer Champion 


Thanks for playing and promoting 
McSpadden Mountain Dulcimers 


Casey played a McSpadden FM12W Special dulcimer in 
winning the National Championship at Winfield in September 
2003. Here he is pictured with the Koa custom dulcimer he 


was awarded as first prize. 


For information on performances and workshops, contact 


Casey at: 


Casey Miles 


5813 Madison Drive 
The Colony, Texas 75056 


Ph: 972-625-4774 


Dulcimer Shoppe. Inc. 
Hand Crafting McSpadden Mountain Dulcimers 


PO Box 1230 


1104 Sylamore Ave. 


Mountain View, Arkansas 72560 
Phone 870-269-4313 FAX 870-269-5283 
McSpaddenDulcimers.com 
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music published by Mel Bay. She teaches 
and performs as a soloist and with playing- 
partner Bonny Roth in the duo Grace Notes, 
sharing peaceful music in local hospitals as 
part of their music therapy programs. 
Rosamond Campbell 
1037 Central Ave. 
Wilmette IL 60091-2609 
RosamondCBell@aol.com 


Music follows on next page. 
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Dulcimer music online 


Download from our website today! 


© High quality graphic files 
in both tablature and 
music notation 


e MP3 sound files 


e Our music is available at 
ry modest prices 


® Special offers include many 
files that are FREE ! 

e A variety of arrangements 
for beginners through 
to advanced 


www.frettedmusic.com 
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The Housewife’s Lament 


American Traditional 
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Celtic Songs & Slow Airs for Mountain Dulcimer 
by Neal Hellman 


All songs and airs are in both standard notation and easy to read 
dulcimer tablature. There is detailed playing instruction for each 
composition. Also included is the history of each piece as well as 
recorded sources and web links for each tune. The compact disc 
contains a one verse rendition of both the vocal part and the piece 


played as an instrumental. 


*104 pages *34 arrangements spiral bound ¢Cd included.® 
°$22.95 plus $3.00 shipping 


Songs & Airs Featured In the Book: 


A Stor mo Chroi 
Banks of Claudy 
Bonny Light Horseman 
Down by the Sally 
Gardens 

Farewell to Tarwathie 
Flower of Magherally, 
Flowers of the Forest 
Gabhaim Molta Bride 
MacPherson’s Farewell 
Maid of Coolmore 
Martha, the Flower 

of Sweet Strabane 


Mary’s Dream 

Mo Ghile Mear 

Parting Glass 

Planxty Connor 

The Snows 

Star of the County Down 

Such a Parcel of Rogues 

The Praties 

When I Was on Horseback 

Will Ye No Come Back Gourd Music* PO Box 585 Felton, CA 95018 

Again? neal@gourd.com 831-425-4939 

Ye Banks & Braes Check out our site for many folk Cd's featuring dulcimer, 

hammered dulcimer, Celtic harp and more. 

order online: www.gourd.com 


Looking for a dulcimer that: 


— Will give a lifetime of enjoyment. 

— Will give you the freedom to develop your playing style. 
— Has been entirely built by a craftsman. 

— Has a life time guarantee. 


For a free, full color brochure call 1-800-700-3790 or write. 


Jeremy Seeger Dulcimers 


Box 193, Rochester, VI 05767 
Tel: 802-767-3790 


Dulcimer 


Stitchery & Quilt Patterns 


By 


McSellery « MossyRose 


Maureen Sellers, LLC 
4708 Corydon Pike 
New Albany, IN 47150 
www.maureensellers.com 
Retail & wholesale prices 
Please visit our web site to see our exciting, 
new line of dulcimer related - embroidery, 
cross stitch, traditional & wool appliqué, 
crayon and pieced quilting. 


Ken Kolodner’s 
Instructional Arranging Recordings 
Like taking months of lessons... 


° ] 7 ? ae ' Double CDs, each with over two hours of 
A Litt 2 tees: Bae Re ay in-depth instruction for advanced-beginners 
. 3 Po Bel through experienced players. Written music 
of This is aes ve , ’ és with chords included. Separately tracked 
CG Hes a arranging instructions include: 


A Et itth e : 4 the basic tune ® hand separation ® accent shifts; 
’ e ee! TA ’ suggested hammer- ® plucking, chromatics syncopations 


] 1 ‘i all oa ; ing, phrasing and ® melodic runs. = many rhythmic 

oO at ; Me dynamics drones, fills variations (rag 

His Debut CD , basic/advanced sub- eemolcs 4 rhythms, 4 against 3) 
‘ ghost notes 


stitutions (e.g. rela- : 
af , ? ® anticipated beats 
with Sixteen tive minors, dimin- P 


fannie ne ished 7ths. second- ™ hammered/ bounced ; 

; ‘ e ; flats improvising 

featuring \ ary dominants) triplets P 8 
Minutes . basslines, flams ® two and three note 


Dulei chords ; ; 
*y ...and much more, culminating in fully embellished versions! 
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Tin Whistle. 4 Waltzes and Slow Tunes Volume I: Fiddle Tunes (Reels) Volume I: 
Coleman’s March, Caspian Lake, North Carolina Breakdown, 
Down Home Waltz, Oklahoma Rooster, Round the 
Evening of Roses Horn, Eddie's Reel 


accompaniment 


“Wild Mountain ar Waltzes Volume II: Fiddle Tunes (Reels) Volume II: 
Thyme” ; aS Clock Waltz, My Cape Breton Home, Shenandoah Falls, Cuckoo’s Nest, 
iad . Sie . March of the King of Laois, YZ Hamilton's Breakdown, 
“Cajun Waltz” Waltz of My Dreams Reel St. Joseph's 
CD $15 plus $1.50 for shipping $25 per Volume; $2 for s/h for the first volume; $1 for each additional 


A Little of This & That tab book, $12.50 plus $2.00 S@H KenKolod 
Thistledew Acres * PO. Box 134 * Marengo, OH, 43334 ss on orogner.com 
KenKolodner@aol.com 


www.dulcimerbaglady.com 3806 Fenchurch Rd., Baltimore MD 21218 @ 410-243-7254 
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New for 2004! 
“Bill Spence Edition’ 
; & 16/ 15 Chromatic Models Available! 
inally! A lightweight instrument with the 
same character of the big one I've been 
round for 30 years!" — Bill Spence 
BG sae 


/ r the Sound! 


Contact David Lindsey for a complete brochure: 
(580) 847-2822 * 654 Acorn Lane, Bennington, OK 74723 


www.sweetsongstringband.com/davidsdulcimers.html 
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Cardboard Dulcimer Kits 


White Cardboard Body 
Pre-cut Hourglass Shape 
Hardwood fretboard 
Easy to assemble 


Only 


$26.95 
per kit! 


Quantity discounts 
available 
Call for catalog 


800-432-5487 


Musicmaker’s Kits, Inc 
PO Box 2117 
Stillwater, MN 55082 


www.musikit.com 
Acoustic instruments you can build! 


The Music Archives 


Sam Rizzetta 


In this issue we inaugurate a new music section, The Music 
Archives. I have been writing the Technical Column for about 
twenty years now and thought it might be time to do something 
new. This doesn’t mean there will be no more Technical 
Columns. As technical questions come in and interesting topics 
arise, I will continue writing about them. 

In The Music Archives we will just have music. It will not be 
a teaching column, although I may include notes that make it 
easier to adapt the tunes to hammer dulcimers and fretted dul- 
cimers. The music will be interesting, amusing, fun or unusual. 
This will include old and new tunes from a variety of traditions, 
genres and styles as well as some of my compositions. 

The tunes and versions will be ones I’ve heard or learned 
directly from players so they may not be identical to versions 
you know. Most traditional musicians played their own unique 

personal or regional versions of tunes. Variety is the spice! 


Second Quadrille 


Chet Parker was one of the first hammer dulcimer players I 
heard, and he was a major inspiration. Chet lived in Grand 
Rapids, Michigan, and I learned of him while living in 
Kalamazoo. His playing was very rhythmic and included many 
old-time dance tunes. Chet made his dulcimer in 1904 and he 
enjoyed ballroom dances from that era. 

This quadrille is intriguing because of its key changes and 
interesting bounce. In the 1960s and early 1970s it was one of 
my favorites. My friends Bill Smith and Sandy Davis, who also 
learned it from Chet, called this piece “Fourth Quadrille 
Number Two.” It appears as “Second Of First Place Quadrills 
By Cuberdan” on the 1966 Folkways Records LP The Hammer 
Dulcimer Played By Chet Parker, a recording that should be in 
every player's collection. For simplicity I call it “Second 
Quadrille.” 

Repetition makes the learning easier. Lines 5 and 6 are the 
same as lines 1 and 2. Notice the key changes; that’s what 
makes it fun. Lines | and 2 are in G, lines 3 and 4 in Em, lines 
5 and 6 go back to G, and, finally, 7 and 8 are in C. On fretted 
dulcimer I find that I can play all the key changes with a mixoly- 
dian tuning like G G D (high to low). 


Love Above All 

“Love Above All” was written for my wife’s sister, Annabelle 
(Mary Ann), and her late husband, Dick Sabie. I wrote it for 
Dick’s memorial mass and performed it on solo hammer dul- 
cimer. In spite of all the wonderful accomplishments one might 
have in life, perhaps the best thing we can leave behind is love. 


Green Willis 

This is a lively and fun tune for jam sessions. I really haven't 
heard it much since the late 1960’s when I played it for dances 
with a band—the Greasy Run Toad Trompers. I’ve heard it also 
called “The Raw Recruit.” 


Ht Dulcimer to 


Master Works 


Hand-crafted Musical Instruments designed by Russell Cook 


| fit Every Layer 


Don’ l fst Give your 
loved one a dulcimer, 
Give them an instrument that 


Be will bring out their best. 
<> 


Give themXa Master Works! 


www.masterworksdulcimer.com 888-752-9243 
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Second Quadrille 


From the playing of Chet Parker 


Music follows on next page. 
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-Love Above All 


For Dick and Mary Ann Sabie 
Sam Rizzetta ©2002 


alternate measure 7 
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Green Willis 


(The Raw Recruit) 
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Dulcimers and Kits 


Stephen Seifert 


Monthly Video 
Lessons 


Since 1980, Backyard Music has sold 
over 20,000 of these sturdy, 
inexpensive full-sized lap dulcimers- 
just right for schools, beginners, and 
camping trips. 

DVD 
Practice CD 
TAB 
Newsletter 


Three strings, solid wood fretboard, 
geared tuners, painted corrugated 
soundbox. Playing manual, extra 
strings, pick, noter, and 4 mil poly bag 
included. Hearing is believing, so we 
Each lesson will cover 
beginner, intermediate, and 
advanced versions of a tune. 


offer a 30-day money-back guarantee. 


one 12+ 
Prefretted Simplicity Kit $48 $32 
Simplicity Dulcimer $62 $48 


For subscription info 
For shipping, add $5.00 plus $1.50 per 
dulcimer. Fourth string and extra fret 
available at extra cost. Call for details. 


866-397-6408 (toll-free) 
stephenseifert@hotmail.com 
www.stephenseifert.com 


Backyard Music PO Box 9047 
New Haven, CT 06532-0047 or call 
203-281-4515, 7 AM to 10 PM. 
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"Remarkably good sound" 
Mother Earth News 


What’s New 


by Nea! Walters 


For the Beauty ° Dan Landrum & Hannah 
Carson, 1040 Druid Drive, Signal Mountain, 
TN 37377, daniandrum.com (CD) 

Hannah Carson was one of Dan 
Landrum’s first hammered dulcimer 
students, beginning Icssons in her early 
teens and continuing through her grad- 
uation from Bryan College in Dayton, 
Tennessee. For the Beauty is a wonderful 
collection of timeless hymns from the 
1800’s that began as a senior project to 
coincide with her earning a B.A. in 
music. It features duets and solos with 
hammered and mountain dulcimers at 
the center of every piece. Tunes include, 
For the Beauty of the Earth, Jesus 
Loves Me, Jesus Love the Little 
Children and Fairest Lord Jesus. 


Music of the Isles * Russ Howe and Ed 
Sinclair, 735 §. Antler Dr, Mt. Zion 62549, 
217-520-9460, russhowe@musician.net (CD) 
Russ Howe's latest project is a duet 
album with guitarist Ed Sinclair. Russ 
fingerpicks several varieties of moun- 
tain dulcimer (standard, baritone, and 
“banjomer”) and adds tin and low 
whistles to twenty tunes from Ireland, 
Scotland, England and Wales. The 
program includes standards like South- 
wind, Skye Boat Song, and Fanny Power 
as well as lesser known gems like The 
Men of Harlech, Forty Pound Float 

and Cape Clear. 


Virginia Wildlife * Timothy Seaman, 

127 Winter East, Williamsburg, VA 23188, 
757-565-1461, tseaman@visinet, timothy 
seaman.com (CD) 

Timothy is the quast-official chronicler 
in song of Virginia’s natural beauty and 
historic properties. His most recent 
effort celebrates Virginia wildlife with 
both a Celtic and Appalachian flavor. 
The new album features hammered dul- 
cimer, flute, guitar, banjo, and harp. His 
subject matter focuses on species found 
along the Virginia Birding & Wildlife 
Trail. Musical guests Dwight Diller, 
Phillip Skcens, Henry Smith, and Ardic 
Boggs contribute substantially on tunes 


like Bobcat in the Mountain Laurel/Star 
of the County Down/The Osprey 
Returns, Cumberland Gap, Virginia 
Rail Reel/Ducks on the Pond/Old Blue. 


October Dreams ¢ Jon Kay, jonkay@ 
hotmail.com, folktraditions.com (CD) 
October Dreams is a CD reissue of an 
all-instrumental album recorded in the 
early nineties in his hometown of 
Nashville, Indiana. The album 
showcases a finger-style approach that 
evolved from experimenting with a 
5-string dulcimer, which allowed for 
finger-style rolls similar to that of a 
banjo. Jon has recently moved from 
Florida back to Indiana and it’s good 
to have him active in the dulcimer 
community again. Tunes include 
October Dreams, Si Beag Si Mhor, 
and Fisher’s Hornpipe. 


Songs of Life, Love and Laughter ¢ Shelley 
Stevens, Tweetwater Productions, 643 E. 
Euclid Ave., Springfield, OH 45505, 
shelley@shelleystevens.com, shelley 
stevens.com (CD) 

Shelley Stevens’ CD is filled with inter- 
esting songs and tunes not normally 
associated with the mountain dulcimer. 
Shelley tells us, “For twenty years I have 
been working to dispel the myth that 
you can only play mountain music on 
the lap dulcimer. From Classical to 
Country, Rag to Rock—it’s all here.” 
The material ranges from Dill Pickle 
Rag and Darcy Farrow, to Heart and 
Soul and Music Box Dancer, to tunes 
like Viagra in the Water (Camille West) 
and On the Other Shore(Austin Lounge 
Lizards). 


A Moment’s Rest * Sweet Prospect Band, 
c/o Melissa Allured, 850-473-3921, 
sweetprospect@yahoo.com (CD) 

Melissa Allured on hammered dul- 
cimer, Gary Diamond on guitar, and 
Sheryl Bragwell on bowed psaltery are 
the Florida-based Sweet Prospect Band. 
This CD includes a nice variety of 
Celtic material that features flute and 
recorder in addition to the instruments 
already named. The group describes 
their music as “very soothing and care- 
free.” Tunes include Poor Old Woman, 
Rakes of Kildare, The Ashgrove, Con 


McLenon, and Morgan Megan/Swing- 
ing on a Gate. 


A Celtic Heritage * Marcille Wallis, Celtic 
Heritage Productions, PO Box 495068, Port 
Charlotte, FL 33949-5068, 941-625-8544, 
ceolbinn.com (CD) 

Also in the Celtic vein, Marcilie’s album 
features solo hammered dulcimer and 
bowed psaltery playing as well as pieces 
with Michael DeLalla on guitar, Frances 
Pisacane on fiddle and Ann Margaret 
McKillop on harp. Titles include 
Petronella/The New Rigged Ship, 
Barbara Allen, and Eleanor Plunket. 


The Five Elements ¢ Aick Scott and Harry 
Wong, c/o Valley Hennell, 250-740-0047 
vhennell@isiand net, rickscott.ca, harry 
wong.cc, the5elementshow.com (CD) 

The Five Elements is a theatrical concert 
combining music, magic and humor and 
is based on Harry Wong’s Cantonese 
interpretations of Rick Scott’s award- 
winning children’s songs. Harry is a 
classically trained flute and recorder 
player in Hong Kong and a magician 
and television host as well. He came to 
Rick’s home on Protection Island, off 
the west coast of Canada, to learn to 
play the mountain dulcimer. Their sub- 
sequent collaboration focuses on the 
five elements of earth, wood, fire, metal 
and water and serves to entertain in 
both English and Cantonese. The show 
premiered in Hong Kong and is cur- 
rently touring children’s festivals in 
Canada 


Carter Family Tunes for Fretted 

Dulcimer * Deb Porter, Lyric’s Mama Music, 
903-856-2714, lyricsmama@aol. com 
(Book/CD) 

There’s a maxim in the old-time music 
community that “no one can learn too 
many Carter Family songs.” Actually I 
just made that up, but Deb’s new book 
and CD is just the thing for those who 
agree with me. The book features twelve 
of the Carter’s most popular tunes 
arranged for fretted dulcimer in both 
standard notation and tablature. The 
accompanying CD shows you how the 
tunes should go. The tunes are wonderful 
and none are terribly difficult. This would 
appear to be a jam session essential! 


Sailin’ by an Ash Breeze ¢ Fii Valencia, 1445 
Madison 503, Fredericktown, MO 63645, 
573-783-8696, fransher6@hotmail.com. 

Eli relates that “During the days of sail- 
boats, sailors would sometimes find 
themselves without a breeze to carry 
them along. When this would happen, 
one option was to break out the oars, 
which were made of ash, and row. Thus, 
the saying ‘Sailing by an ash breeze’ 
came to denote going about something 
by sheer determination.” Eli is a poster 
boy for this concept, as he began this 
album at the age of thirteen after teach- 
ing himself to play the mountain dul- 
cimer. He shows remarkable skills in 
addition to his determination. Tunes 
include Be Thou My Vision/Holy Holy 
Holy, Cluck Old Hen, Rosin the Beau, 
The Girl I Left Behind Me, and Old Joe 
Clark. 


Craftsman of the World: Rick Fogel — 
Hammered Dulcimer ¢ Rick Fogel, 1916 Pike 
Place, Suite 12, #906, Seattle, WA 98101, 
206-910-8259, whamdid@scn.org, 
geocities.com/whamdidale/ (Video) 

Rick Fogel’s eighteen minute video on 
crafting a hammered dulcimer, pro- 
duced by a local PBS station for broad- 
cast on high definition TV. It takes you 
through the steps necessary to create 
one of Rick’s instruments (frame, brac- 
ing, soundboard, strings, dampers, and 
Celtic carving). Rick’s attention to 
detail and the care he puts into every 
step is obvious. 


Coming Home © Dan Duggan, Esperance 
Productions, 7456 Hawley Road, Red Creek, 
NY 13143, esperanceproductions.com (Book) 
Hammered dulcimer whiz Dan Duggan 
has released Coming Home, a book of 
thirty original airs, waltzes and dance 
tunes. The tunes are arranged in stan- 
dard notation only, but should appeal to 
both hammered and mountain dulcimer 
players. Who wouldn’t want to learn 
“Slicker than a Pair of Moose Lips” for 
example? Tunes include The Bervie, 
Bittersweet, Carmen’s Music Box, 
Planxty Cathy McCoon, Blue Moon 
Waltz, Deep Winter Waltz. 


Christmas Duets for Mountain Dulcimer ¢ 
Larry Conger, Dulcimerican Music, PO Box 
131, Paris, TN 38242, hometown.aol.com/ 
TNDulciman/page 1.htm! (Book) 

These Christmas duets are traditional 
and the arrangements are laid out in 
tablature format for two dulcimers in 
D-A-D tuning. Some use of the capo is 
necessary, and Larry includes occasion- 
al use of the 1+ fret. A “listen and 
learn” CD is available with each part 
panned to either the right or left side. 
Tunes include Angels From The Realms 
Of Glory, Angels We Have Heard On 
High, As With Gladness Men Of Old, 
and Silent Night. 


A Treasury of Christmas Music for the 
Mountain Dulcimer, Night Songs and 
Lullabies for the Mountain Dulcimer ¢ 

Lori Keddell, Lark Press, 119 Co. Hwy 107 
Johnstown, NY 12095, lark119@citilink. net 
(Book/CD) 

Lori’s book of Christmas music is 
arranged for solo mountain dulcimer, 
with sixty-eight tunes from a number of 
Christmas traditions. Standard notation 
and guitar accompaniment chords are 
included. There are a number of little- 
known gems in the collection. All the 
tunes are available on an accompanying 
CD with Finale playing the tunes for 
you. Lori’s companion offering is a sim- 
ilarly laid out book/CD set of interna- 
tional night songs and lullabies with 
over thirty gorgeous tunes for mellow 
moments. 


Lullabies and Other Lilting Melodies for 
Dulcimer ¢ Lorinda Jones, Mel Bay Public- 
ations, Inc., #4 Industrial Drive, Pacific, MO 
63069, 1-800-863-5229, email@melbay.com, 
melbay.com (Book/CD) 

Lorinda Jones has produced a great 
lullaby book of her own, and there is 
virtually no duplication with Lori’s 
work. You'll need them both! All but 
one of the nearly twenty-five selections 
is in D-A-D with standard notation, 
tablature, and guitar chords. There are 
classical selections like Ode to Joy and 
Traumerei; folk melodies like Old 
Folks at Home, and Annie Laurie; and 
lullabies like Rock-a-bye Baby and The 
Cradle Song. 
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Celtic Harper ¢ /orinda Jones, PO Box 123, 
Rineyville, KY 40162, lorindajones.com (CD) 
Lorinda’s CD features Celtic harp play- 
ing, but there’s hammered dulcimer also, 
courtesy of Martha Richard. Tunes 
include Coilsfield House/Carrickfergus, 
The Fallen Chief/Hector the Hero, and 
All Things Bright and Beatiful. 


Favorite Old-Time American Songs for 
Dulcimer © Mark Nelson, Mel Bay 
Publications, Inc., #4 Industrial Drive, 
Pacific, MO 63069, 1-800-863-5229, 
email@melbay.com, melbay.com (Book/CD) 
This book is over 230 pages long and 
contains about 130 of popular folk 
songs arranged in standard notation 
and tablature. It is organized into nine 
categories: Ballads And Story Songs, 
Songs From The Southern Highlands, 
Songs Of The Frontier, Working On 
Land And Sea, Songs Of Good Times 
And Bad Whiskey, Songs Of Faith And 
Hope, Songs Of Freedom And Strife, 
Songs Of The Restless Heart, and Just 
For Fun. € 


Missigman Music 


MASTER WORKS 
Hammered Dulcimers 


McSPADDEN 
Mountain Dulcimers 


STONEY END 
Folk Harps 


Books, Hammers, Cases, Stands 


MC/Visa or check. 
FREE SHIPPING ON 
WEBSITE ORDERS 


INCLUDING INSTRUMENTS! 
(Free shipping applies to US orders only) 


MISSIGMAN-MUSIC.COM 


Box 6, Laporte, PA 18626 
570-946-7841 
dulcimer@epix.net 
www. Missigman-Music.com 


Y Secure Web Site - Order On-line 


www -Susantr ump. com 


Susan’s CDs 


“Visiting with my dear 
Live at Caffe Lena 


a friend, Bob Mize, dulcimer 
maker and tour guide 
extraordinaire! Here we 

are adding 
a dulcimer music to the hills 


some lovely 


of western Virginia" 


Susan's Tablature 
Book: i 


, ; A Classical § 
What the Hill e 
sat the FE" Collection i 


People Say Fi 
Book: $10 
All CDs:$1 
Add $2 S/H 


Folk Notes Banj-Mo 
by Dennis DenHartog. 
An old-time banjo sound 
& plays like a mountain 
dulcimer. Call or write: 


And How To Make Them 

Harp, Violin, Cello, Slide Guitar, & 
12 more. 120 pages of step-by-step 
plans and instructions 


Folk Notes Dulcimers 
2329 Curdes Avenue 
Fort Wayne, IN 46805 


260-484-9078 


www.folknotes.com 
DennisD@folknotes.com 


®Fun and easy to build and play 
®@ Low Cost—Great Sound 
® Most built in under 2 hours 
® Includes a FREE CD of band 
tunes, solos & tunings 
John Kovac —Harpmaker 
148 E. High Spruce Road, Front Royal, VA, 22630 
(540) 635-2534 
www.johnkovac.com 


VISA and Master Card accepted 


Happy Holliday Season from 


Mike & Iris Huddleson 


Let us help you with your 
Hammered Dulcimer needs 


6622 W. 35th. St. So., Wichita, Ks. 67215 
316-524-0997 mhuddleson@aol.com 


Over 4” static free hog bristles 
set in a wooden handle. Comes 
in a storage tube. 


$18.00 free shipping. Samples 
& disc. available to dealers. 


Cliff's Custom Crafts 
43 York St., Bay City, MI 48708 
989-892-4672 
web: pws.chartermi.net/~cliffscrafts 


Playable Folk-Art 


Hand-carved, unique instruments 
crafted by Ron "Coog” Cook 
American European 
Mountain Dulcimers 
Mountain Banjos 


Aeolian Harps 


Epinettes des Vosges 
Bowed Psalteries 
Early Instruments 


147 Sacramento Ave 
Santa Cruz, CA 95060 
www.cooginstruments.com 


(831) 425-4933 
ron@cooginstruments.com 


STRATFORD 
STRINGED 
INSTRUMENTS 


Mountain Dulcimers 


Bowed Psalterys 
Chorded Zithers 
www.stratfordstringedinstruments.com 
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Folk Notes Dulcimers 
A Large Selection of Quality 

Folk Instruments-Great Prices 
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Folk Notes Dulcimers 


2329 Curdes Avenue 
Fort Wayne, IN 46805 


Bill Schilling and 
Linda Sigismondi 


Songs from Canal Days CD $15 
Books with Melodies, Chords, & Lyrics 
Linda’s Feature DAD Tab 
Songs from Canal Days 
Celtic Ballads and Song (& CD) 
Appalachian Ballads and Songs (& CD) 
Christmas Songs (& CD) 
Old Time and Fiddle Tunes (& CD) 
(Books $12, CDs $12) 
Bill’s Include DAA or Autoharp Tab 
Dulci-More Public Domain Songbooks 
General (DAA) $30 plus s/h $5 * 
Autoharp $30 plus s/h $5 * 
Vols.1-6 & Christmas (DAA) $7.50 
s/h $2 (except *) 1st item, $.50 each add'l 
Linda Sigismondi Bill Schilling 
474 Kathy St. 984 Homewood Ave. 
Gallipolis, OH 45631 Salem, OH 44460 
740-446-9244 330-332-4420 
lsigis@zoomnet.net _bill@billschilling.org 
Isigis. homestead.com billschilling.org 


Katie LaRaye Waldren 


Unclassified ads are 45¢ per word, 
payable in advance. There is a 15% 
discount for pre-paid (4 issues) 
unclassified ads running unchanged 
in 4 or more consecutive issues. 


Cimbaloms. Large chromatic 
hammered dulcimer with pedals. 
New and reconditioned. Various 
prices. Alex Udvary, 2115 W. 
Warner, Chicago, IL 60618. 
www.cimbalom-master .com. 


Expressive hammered dulcimer: An 
instructional method by Carrie 
Crompton. Technical exercises 
and repertoire in a graded series 
of lessons for beginners. Covers 
melodic playing in eight keys 
and four time signatures, and 
beginning back-up techniques 
that sound really good. 130 
pages. $25 postpaid to: Carrie 
Crompton, 11 Center Street, 
Andover CT 06232, www.carrie 
crompton.com, barolk@ 
earthlink.net. 


Wonderful Prices at Wildwood 
Music. We have over 600 new 
acoustic instruments in stock — 
including fine displays of moun- 
tain and hammered dulcimers. 
Wildwood Music, Historic 
Roscoe Village, Coshocton, OH 
43812. 740-622-4224, www.wild 
woodmusic.com, 


Dulcimer T-Shirts available from 
Gila Mountain Dulcimers at 
www.gilamountaindulcimers.com. 


Modern Mountain Dulcimer would 
like to take this opportunity to 
invite everyone in the Modern 
Mountain Dulcimer Family of 
players to come visit us. Really! 
Visit us all at one time and at 
one place; anytime, or all of the 
time, between April the 17 & 
25, 2005 at the place where they 
are created, Batesville AR. It 
will be a most excellent jam, a 
perfect way to demonstrate 
and/or improve your playing 
skills! This is a one time only 
event. It is free, but you must 
register to attend! Complete 
information is available on the 
FAMILY GATHERING page 
of our web site. As always we 
want to invite you to visit our 
web site www.modernmountain 


Unclassifieds 


dulcimer.com to learn more 
about our high performance 
mountain dulcimers or call 
David McKinney at 870-251-3665 
to place a order, ask a question 
or arrange a visit to the place 
where they are created, 
Batesville AR. Stay in tune! 


Hammered Dulcimers: Instruments 
and kits from $195. Also stands, 
hammers, books, builder’s sup- 
plies. Since 1976, 800-419-9802. 
www.GrassrootsDulcimers.com. 


At Folk Notes, we select our dul- 
cimers with the best sound and 
workmanship in mind. Black 
Rose, Butch Sides, Folkcraft, 
Folkroots, Jeff Gaynor, 
McSpadden, TK O’Brien, and 
our own mountain dulcimers. 
McSpadden Dulci-Banjos and 
the Folk Notes BanjMo, hybrid 
instruments with a banjo sound. 
Rick Thum, Songbird, and TK 
O’Brien hammered dulcimers, 
folk harps, banjos, autoharps, 
Irish and Indian flutes, tinwhis- 
tles, bodhran, ethnic percussion, 
books, and accessories. 
Dulcimer and autoharp lessons. 
Mon-Friday, some Saturdays. 
877-273-4999, toll free for infor- 
mation or appointments. Folk 
Notes, 2329 Curdes Ave, Fort 
Wayne, IN 46805. www.folk 
notes.com 


Hammered Dulcimer Book & CD, 
video. For beginning to interme- 
diate hammered dulcimer play- 
ers. Twenty-five tunes and 
arrangements. Also, book w/CD, 
video for mountain dulcimer. 
Mel Bay Publications by 
Madeline MacNeil. Book & CD: 
$20.00; Video: $30.00. Shipping: 
$3.00 first item, $.50 for each 
add. item. P.O. Box 2164, Win- 
chester, VA 22604, 540-678-1305. 
Visa/MC. Order online: www 
-madeline macneil.com. 


Since 1950, Sing Out! The Folk 
Song Magazine has covered the 
world of traditional and contem- 
porary folk music. Each quarter- 
ly 200-page issue includes arti- 
cles, news, reviews, festival list- 
ings, and instrumental “Teach- 
Ins” plus lead sheets for twenty 
songs. Subscribing Membership 
starts at $25/yr. Basic 
Membership (includes CD each 
quarter with all the songs in 
each issue) starts at $50/yr. Info: 
Sing Out!, Box 5253-D, 


Bethlehem, PA 18015-0253. 
info@singout.org, www.singout.org. 


Autoharp Quarterly, the interna- 
tional magazine dedicated to the 
autoharp enthusiast. 
Subscriptions: US-$20, Canada- 
$22, Europe-$24, Asia/South 
Pacific-$26. US currency, please. 
Stonehill Productions, PO Box 
336, New Manchester, WV 
26056-0336. ahquarterly@ 
home.com, www.fmp.com/aq 


Acoustic music instruction with 
Seth Austen. Private lessons or 
group workshops in scenic New 
Hampshire location. Acoustic 
guitar, fretted dulcimer, man- 
dolin, bouzouki, fiddle, banjo, 
percussion, recording tech- 
niques. Styles include Celtic, 
Appalachian, bottleneck, blues, 
klezmer, international and 
more. For information visit 
www.sethausten.com, email 
seth@sethausten.com or call 
603-539-8301. 


Sampler Records LTD. We sell 
antique and new hammered dul- 
cimers; McSpadden mountain 
dulcimers; recordings of ham- 
mered dulcimer, mt. dulcimer, 
fiddle, harp, Shaker, Celtic, 
hymns, children’s music and 
more. Check our sales specials 
and Mitzie Collins’ concert and 
mountain and hammered dul- 
cimer workshop schedule in 
Western New York State on our 
website, www.samplerfolkmusic 
.com. Sampler Records Ltd, PO 
Box 19270, Rochester NY 
14619, 585-328-5856. E-mail: 
samplerrec@aol.com. 


American Lutherie, the world’s 
foremost magazine of string 
instrument making and repair 
information published by the 
Guild of American Luthiers . 
See our web page for photo pre- 
views of back issues and images 
of our many instrument plans: 
www.luth.org. Or contact GAL, 
8222 S Park Avenue, Tacoma, 
WA 98408, 253-472-7853. 


Dulcimer Players News Recent 
back issues $6 each. Dulcimer 
Players News, P.O. Box 2164, 
Winchester, VA 22604. 
540-678-1305. E-mail: 
dpn@dpnews.com. Visa/MC. 
Order subscriptions online: 
www.dpnews.com. 


Kitchen Musician Books: Tune 
collections for hammered dul- 
cimer. A source of common and 
uncommon tunes (some 550 in 
all), as standard notation, basic 
settings with guitar chords; 
information on the tunes of his- 
torical/musical interest. Includes 
Waltzes, Carolan, Irish, Scottish, 
Colonial, Jigs, Old-Timey fiddle, 
18 tune cllection books plus two 
learners’ books. 

For catalog or information: Sara 
Johnson, 449 Hidden Valley 
Lane, Cincinnati OH 45215, 
513-761-7585. E-mail: kitchie- 
gal@aol.com or check website 
for information on books and 
recordings, dulcimers, musical 
and historical links, dowloadable 
music, etc: http://members 
.aol.com/kitchiegal/ 


New: “More Bluegrass Dulcimer,” 
DAD tuning, 24 songs. BK/CD 
$20.00, S/H $2.00. Norma Davis, 
205 Engel Road, Loudon, TN 
37774. 


Guy George Music Company — 
Now selling online— Rick Thum 
dulcimers, Chieftain Penny whis- 
tles, Steel Drums and Fluke 
Ukuleles. www.guygeorge.com. 


A Treasury of Christmas Music for 
the mountain dulcimer. A col- 
lection of 60 Christmas songs, 
hymns and carols from around 
the world, arr. for novice and 
above. Book & CD: $18 plus $2 
shipping. Lori Keddell, 119 Co. 
Hwy 107, Johnstown, NY 12095, 
518-762-7516, Lark119@ 
Citlink.net. 


Beginner HD Sheet Music: Fully 
embellished, color-coded, easy 
to follow, proven at Evart and 
Midland, Michigan festivals. $1 
per sheet plus postage. Contact 
Darlene Hackett for song list. 
10210 Lake Tahoe Ct., Fort 
Wayne, IN, 46804. 260-432-1656. 
reina@fwi.com. 


For Sale: Homer Ledford four- 
string lap dulcimer. Perfect 
condition. Case included. $350. 
Info: 410-778-0220. 


For sale: Harvey L. Prinz 12/11 
hammered dulcimer, stand and 
hammers. $550 plus shipping. 
Call (573)642-7512 or email 
juanita_heider@fulton.k12.mo.us 


Dav¥id Schnaufer 
“Tull Glazener 
Connie Allen 
Serigione 

Dou Whainstn 


THE MANY SOUNDS OF THE 


BANJO-MER 


$16.50° 
Includes S&H 
Doug Thomson 
8755 La Vine St 
Alta Loma, CA 91701 


For information on the CD 
and the Banjo-Mer 
Contact Doug Thomson: 


909-987-5701 


Walkin’? Around Lucky 
Robert & Janita Baker 


with 
Madeline MacNeil, 
Karen Mueller, 
Howie Bursen, 
Kelly Powers and 
Jean Sutton 


Traditional, country, blues and original songs 
featuring guitar and dulcimer with banjo, autoharp, 
accordian, fiddle and vocals 


available from: 


Blue Lion 
10650 Little Quail Ln. 
Santa Margarita, CA 93453 
(805) 438-5569 


CD $16.50, includes shipping 
CA residents please add 7.25% sales tax 
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__ Rhythm of the Wind -New Recording! 
© 42" Scott & Lisa Odena showeasethe mountain duldmer in var 


Fiddlin’ With the Dulcimer 


Abook of 42 tradit ddetunes trans: 


Song For Grandpa 


guitar hanio & 


Book & Cass. set -$20 
Online ordering available at www. ho udinimusicyideo.com or senda 
check/money order, with$1.50 s&h per item (sets count as? items) to: 
Scott Odena, P.0, Box 2288, Little Rock, AR 7222! 2881 


New Release! 


Under The Winter Moon 
Traditional Christmas, 
Jewish, and original tunes on 
hammered dulcimer with 
fiddle, bouzouki, concertina, 
clarinet. 


Wateree 
Susan’s debut recording featuring 
traditional American, Celtic and 
ine international folk tunes, with guests 
ee Albert Dulin and Ken Kolodner 


$15 + $2 for s/h for the first; $1 for 
each additional 


SVSherlock@aol.com 


PO Box 1281 
York, SC 29745 


www.SusanSherlock.com 


Heidi Muller 


“One of the dulcimer community’s best song- 
writers and performers” — Dulcimer Players News 
Gypsy Wind , Giving Back, Cassiopeia, Matters of the Heart CDs, $15. 
Please add shipping of $3 for orders up to $20; $4 for $25-$35; 
and $5 for $40-$60. For more information, CD sound clips, 
and booking please see Heidi's website or contact: 
Heidi Muller, PO Box 76 
Hope, NJ 07844, (206)528-2526 
www.heidimuller.com 


Mountain Dulcimer Songbooks 


So Sang the River, Songs of Bill Staines, 

Vol. 1-$25 18 songs, 36 tab arrangements to sing and 
play, with companion CD featuring River, Roseville Fair, All 
God's Critters Got a Place in the Choir, and many more. 
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New! Spirit Song, Songs of Bill Staines, 
Vol. Il - $25 -18 songs, 36 tab arrangements 
for both singing and instrumental playing, 
with companion CD. includes Child of Mine, 


Subscribers: If your mailing label is dated 11/1/2004, that means your subscription ends with this 


issue. Time to renew! To keep your DPNs coming without interruption, send us your renewal before 
January 1, 2005. Labels dated 2/1/2005 mean you have one issue after this one. Renewing early is just fine! 


Music to Me, Crossing the Water, and other = 
favorites. i] 3 
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Dance with Orion — $15 je — 
12 original songs and tunes for mountain dulcimer by = = 3 
Heidi Muller. Includes Cassiopeia, My Old Cat, Winter's g a & 
thing, and Methow Suite. o 2 & = 
Dance with Orion Companion CD - $10 eodak HB Ss 
her $5 with Orion book purchase. Solo dulcimer be =c 4 
— : : 7 " 2 a ss 
versions of all songs in book including new recordings so eo 
of Blue Mt. Lake Waltz, Jackalope Jig and March of the x ms 5 A) 
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The popular 
Adjustable Music Holder 


manufactured by 


String Fever Music 


1 


MAKERS OF 
HAMMERED DULCIMERS 
AND FOLK HARPS 


with a solid reputation 
built on quality and service 


The most versatile hammered dulcimer music hAder m the market! 


Choose paddle or 
clamp base. 


Adjusts to any angle! 


¢ Ten models of dulcimers, 
from two to four octaves 
* Five chromatic models, 
including the Piano Dulcimer 
* Seven models of lever harps 


Plexiglass is 17” wide and is 
available in clear or 
smoke tint. 


* Stands, dampers, cases, 
hammers, books, 
and videos 


a Contact us for 
Send Check or M.O. for $45 + $5 shipping to: free color brochure 
String Fever Music 
1028 Ha Ha Tonka Road 
Camdenton, MO 65020 
573-346-4642 infoastringfevermusic.com 


(206) 634-1656 Dusty Strings Co. 
Fax (206) 634-0234 3450 16th Ave. W. 
www.dustystrings.com Seattle, WA 98119 


